URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BASILDON 


ANNUAL  REPORT  1971 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28907279 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BASILDON 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR 


1971 


M.  A.  LARGE,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  S DEPARTMENT 


STAFF  1971 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Deputy  Chief  Health  Inspector 
Senior  District  Health  Inspector 


District  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors 

Administration 

Principal  Clerk 

Senior  Clerk 

Secretarial 

Chief  Health  Inspector’s  Secretary 
Clerk/Typists 


Clerical  Assistant 

Manual  Staff 

Leading  Rodent  Operative/General 
Assistant 


M.  A.  Large,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 

M.  J.  Desmond,  m.a.p.h.i. 

J.  K.  Blakeley,  m.a.p.h.i. 
(resigned  17.10.71) 

M.  J.  Warren,  m.a.p.h.i. 
(promoted  20.10.71) 

D.  R.  Cotgrove,  m.a.p.h.i. 

H.  A.  Giddings,  m.a.p.h.i. 

D.  G.  Greenhalgh,  m.a.p.h.i. 

J.  E.  Hillier,  m.a.p.h.i. 

J.  Holford,  m.r.s.h. 

(resigned  7.2.71) 

N.  R.  Jackson,  m.a.p.h.i.,  d.m.a. 
M.  C.  Kimmance,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(appointed  8.3.71) 

G.  G.  Oxley,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(resigned  5.12.71) 

R.  P.  Robinson 
G.  R.  Courteney 

Mrs.  M.  Hull 
(appointed  21.6.71) 

Mrs.  E.  S.  McAllister 
(resigned  21.7.71) 

Mrs.  P.  S.  Pointer 
(appointed  22.7.71) 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Smith 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Loomes 
(resigned  4.4.71) 

Mrs.  S.  Dover 
(resigned  30.5.71) 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Hodge 
(appointed  13.4.71) 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Patston 
(appointed  16.8.71) 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Strong 
(resigned  31.12.71) 

Miss  L.  J.  Coad 
(appointed  30.12.71) 

L.  A.  May 


Rodent  Operatives/General  Assistants  L.  Ridgwell 

G.  Ridgwell 


(deceased  12.12.71) 
R.  A.  Brown 
(appointed  20.9.71 
resigned  8.11.71) 

A.  Boughtwood 
(appointed  22. 1 1.71) 

Public  Analysts 

Dr.  J.  H.  Hamence,  o.b.e., 

M.SC. , Ph.D.,  F.R.l.C. 

P.  S.  Hall,  b.sc. , f.r.i.c. 

J.  A.  Potter,  f.r.i.c. 

Veterinary  Advisers 

C.  M.  Newholme,  m.r.c.v.s. 

A.  C.  W.  Fairhead,  b.v.sc., 
m.r.c.v.s. 

C.  A.  G.  Felgate,  m.r.c.v.s. 

B.  J.  Smith,  b.v.sc.,  m.r.c.v.s. 

Council  Offices, 
98a  High  Street, 
Billericay, 

Essex. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Basildon, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  a review  of  my  department’s  activities 
for  1971.  During  this  period  the  department  was  fortunate  in  retaining 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  a stable  experienced  Inspectorate  with 
the  result  that  satisfaction  can  be  recorded  generally  with  our  achieve- 
ments in  the  many  facets  of  environmental  health  which  are  the  depart- 
ment’s responsibility.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Mr.  J.  K.  Blakeley 
was  appointed  Deputy  Chief  Health  Inspector  to  Southend  County 
Borough  Council  and  Mr.  G.  G.  Oxley  obtained  promotion  to  Prudhoe 
Urban  District  Council.  Although  sorry  to  lose  the  valuable  contribu- 
tion which  these  experienced  officers  were  able  to  make  to  the  depart- 
ment it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  their  success. 

I am  most  grateful  to  the  Council  for  providing  me  with  the 
opportunity  to  attend  the  10  week  Advanced  Management  Course  for 
Senior  Officers  at  the  University  of  Birmingham  from  October  to 
December  1971  which  I found  to  be  a most  stimulating  experience. 
The  course  dealt  not  only  with  newer  management  techniques  but  con- 
siderable time  was  spent  on  the  management  of  reorganisation  and  at 
its  conclusion  I was  fortunate  in  being  nominated  by  the  Institute  of 
Local  Government  Studies  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment  to 
take  part  in  a seminar  with  the  Bains  Working  Group  on  Local  Auth- 
ority Management  Structures. 

It  would  have  been  quite  impossible  to  carry  out  this  extended 
period  of  special  study  without  being  able  confidently  to  rely  during 
my  absence  on  the  ability  and  judgement  of  my  Deputy  Mr.  M.  J. 
Desmond  and  upon  the  competence  and  loyalty  of  my  staff. 

My  thanks  are  due  also  to  the  Members  of  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Committee  for  their  continued  support  and  particularly  to  my  Chair- 
man, Councillor  J.  Costello,  with  whom  it  has  been  a pleasure  to  work. 

M.  A.  LARGE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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NEW  LEGISLATION 


New  Acts  and  Statutory  Instruments  in  the  Department  which  came 
into  operation  during  the  year  are  as  follows: 

Consumer  Protection  Act  1971 

This  Act  provided  a minor  amendment  to  the  Act  of  1961,  enabling 
the  local  authority  to  proceed  against  the  supplier  of  defective  articles 
as  well  as  the  retailer. 

Clean  Air  Acts  (Emission  of  grit  and  dust  from  premises)  Regulations 
1971 

These  regulations  prescribe  limits  applicable  to  certain  furnaces 
which  are  subject  to  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968  which  relates  to  the  emission 
of  grit  and  dust  from  chimneys. 

Smoke  Control  Area  (Authorised  fuel)  (No.  2)  Regulations  1971 
Smoke  Control  Areas  (Authorised  fuel)  (No.  3)  Regulations  1971 

These  regulations  further  extend  the  list  of  fuels  which  are  classified 
as  authorised  fuels  under  the  Clean  Air  Acts. 

The  Electric  Blankets  (Safety)  Regulations  1971 

These  regulations  specify  the  various  items  which  must  be  included 
on  the  labels  attached  to  electric  blankets  to  warn  the  user  against  mis- 
use. 

The  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations  1971 

These  amending  regulations  raised  the  maximum  rates  at  which 
local  authorities  may  charge  for  meat  inspection  under  the  Meat  Inspec- 
tion Regulations  1963. 

The  Dangerous  Litter  Act  1971 

This  Act  amends  the  1958  Act  so  as  to  make  better  provision  for 
the  abatement  of  dangerous  litter  and  to  empower  local  authorities  to 
promote  the  abatement  of  litter  by  means  of  publicity. 

The  Rag,  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Regulations  1971 

These  new  Regulations  replacing  the  1961  Regulations,  bring  further 
filling  materials  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  and  introduce  certain  provi- 
sions in  relation  to  tests,  standards  of  cleanliness  and  prescribed  analysts 
fees. 


GENERAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Water  Supplies 

The  Essex  Water  Company  reported  no  difficulties  in  maintaining 
a satisfactory  supply  of  water  to  the  Urban  District  during  1971  as 
regards  both  quality  and  quantity. 

Mains  Supplies 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  supplied 
Population  supplied 


40,194 

129,900 
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Standpipe  Supplies 

Council: 

Essex  Water  Co. 
(Langdon  Hills) 


No.  of  standpipes 
No.  of  keyholders 

No.  of  standpipes 
No.  of  keyholders 


J_8 

37 


_8 

33 


Water  Deliveries 


Total  gallonage  No.  of  deliveries  Dwellings  served 


47,600 


119 


22 


Natural  Fluoride  content: 

— from  river  sources  0.25  ppm 

— underground  sources  0.7  ppm-3.5  ppm 


Sampling  of  Water  Supplies 

Daily  examination  of  water  going  into  supply  from  Langford  and 
Hanningfield  and  fortnightly  analysis  of  water  from  wells  and  bore  holes 
were  made  by  the  Company’s  resident  chemists.  There  are  1 1 bore  holes 
for  this  area,  6 of  which  are  in  use  mainly  during  the  summer  months, 
the  remaining  5 are  pumped  into  the  water  supply  after  treatment  at 
the  Essex  Water  Company’s  Vange  treatment  plant,  and  are  in  almost 
continual  use.  As  an  added  safeguard,  routine  check  samples  are  taken 
from  the  main  in  different  parts  of  the  urban  district  by  my  Inspectors. 

A typical  anlysis  shows  the  water  to  be  “clear  and  bright  in  appear- 
ance and  free  from  metals.  It  is  faintly  alkaline  in  reaction.  The 
hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate  and  it  contains  no  excess  of 
mineral  or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  a pure  and  wholesome 
water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.” 

No  cases  of  contamination  of  the  supply  occurred,  but  during 
April  and  May  the  department  received  over  100  complaints  from 
residents  concerning  an  unusual  odour  and  unpalatability  of  the  main 
water  supply.  Due  to  certain  engineering  works  the  water  company 
had  found  it  expedient  to  draw  from  the  river  direct  instead  of  from 
the  reservoir  as  is  normal  at  the  Hanningfield  works,  and  to  offset  any 
problem  that  might  arise  chlorination  was  increased.  The  Chief  Chemist 
of  the  Water  Company  gave  his  assurance,  and  indeed  samples  taken 
by  my  Department  at  the  time  confirmed  that  the  chemical  and  bac- 
teriological quality  of  the  water  was  unimpaired. 

The  only  inconvenience  the  public  suffered  from  this  incident  was 
that  their  tea  became  undrinkable  (surely  a disaster  to  any  right-minded 
Englishman)  but  I feel  that  the  company  might  have  anticipated  the 
scale  of  public  reaction  to  this  change  of  flavour  in  the  water  and  they 
would  have  been  well  advised  to  make  use  of  the  local  press  at  an  early 
stage  to  publish  a reassurance. 


Water  Main  Extensions 

Mains  laid  by  the  Essex  Water  Company  — 14  miles  1714  yards 
(new  development) 
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Main  extensions  by  the  Council  to  serve  existing 
properties  in  rural  areas: 

Winton  Avenue,  Wickford  (additional)  — 42  yards 


The  additional  length  of  main  construction  at  Winton  Avenue, 
Wickford  resulted  from  the  permanent  occupation  of  a property  which 
had  been  vacant  for  many  years.  Also  in  the  year,  a standpipe  was  re- 
sited in  Oak  Lane,  Crays  Hill  in  order  to  afford  a more  accessible  supply 
to  a very  isolated  cottage. 

Swimming  Pools 

No  new  swimming  pools  were  brought  into  operation  during  the 
year.  There  are  at  present  thirteen  school  swimming  pools,  four  of 
which  are  covered,  the  large  public  pool  at  Gloucester  Park  and  two 
Council  paddling  pools.  Of  the  three  Council  paddling  pools  reported 
last  year,  one  has  now  reverted  to  being  used  as  a boating  pool  in  view 
of  the  difficulty  in  maintaining  satisfactory  standards.  One  of  the  school 
pools  was  recommissioned  during  the  year  following  a period  of  disuse, 
and  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  a satisfactory 
standard.  The  pool  had  been  covered  and  no  provision  had  been 
made  for  ventilation  of  the  pool  or  the  associated  changing  rooms  etc. 
Arrangements  are  now  in  hand  with  the  County  Council  to  provide 
adequate  ventilation.  Another  of  the  school  swimming  pools  was  not 
used  throughout  the  whole  year  as  the  pool  liner  was  defective. 

One  hundred  and  twelve  visits  were  made  by  my  staff  to  the 
various  pools  to  test  the  chlorine  content  and  pH  value  of  the  water. 
Seven  pools  invariably  gave  satisfactory  results.  The  results  from  the 
other  pools  varied  from  low  chlorine  content  to  high  pH  value.  These 
defects  were  invariably  corrected  when  the  results  of  the  analyses  were 
made  known  to  the  operators. 

Difficulties  were  met  at  two  schools  in  arranging  for  proper  main- 
tenance to  be  carried  out.  At  one  of  them,  a pool  attendant  was 
appointed  but  later  in  the  year  the  maintenance  duties  reverted  to  the 
caretaker.  In  the  second  case,  a groundsman  was  made  responsible  for 
maintenance  but  he  was  allowed  insufficient  time  to  do  the  necessary 
work.  By  the  end  of  the  season,  the  teaching  staff  themselves  had  to 
carry  out  the  maintenance  duties. 


284 


24 


46 


51 


Public  Health  Nuisances 

During  1971  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  investigated  759  com- 
plaints under  this  heading  and  these  may  be  further  divided  into  the 
following  categories: 

Obstructed  drains  and  sewers 
Cesspool  nuisances 
Caravans  and  gypsy  encampments 
Nuisances  from  animals 

Deposits  of  rubbish  or  non-collection  of  refuse  etc. 

Ditches,  watercourses  and  flooding 
Miscellaneous 
Birds 

Water  supply 
Snakes 
Bats 

Nuisances  from  refuse  tip 


161 


45 


104 


13 


18 


2 

2 


8 


In  the  past,  problems  often  arose  following  the  installation  of 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in  new  premises,  and  consequently,  all  plans 
of  rural  drainage  are  now  submitted  to  my  Department  for  perusal  and 
comment.  Percolation  tests  for  sub-surface  irrigation  are  then  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  memorandum  on  the  principals 
of  design  for  small  sewage  treatment  works. 

My  Inspectors  spend  a considerable  amout  of  time  dealing  with 
nuisance  caused  by  defective  drainage.  One  case  in  particular  proved 
to  be  extremely  time  consuming.  Complaints  were  received  from  occu- 
piers of  houses  in  a new  Billericay.  estate  concerning  drainage  smells 
percolating  into  their  properties.  Investigations  revealed  that  a previous 
blockage  in  the  private  soil  sewer  had  caused  sewage  to  overflow  into 
the  surface  water  sewer.  Although  the  blockage  had  been  cleared,  some 
sewage  remained  in  the  surface  water  sewer  which  connected  directly 
with  rainwater  down  pipes  inside  the  front  entrance  porches  of  the 
complainants’  properties,  causing  a nuisance.  The  surface  water  sewers 
were  subsequently  properly  cleansed  and  the  nuisance  remedied. 

An  unusual  case  of  pollution  of  a watercourse  arose  when  the 
occupier  of  a butchers  shop  fronting  the  road  complained  that  the  ditch 
was  being  polluted  with  sewage.  Lengthy  investigation  and  tracing  of 
the  drainage  in  the  area  eventually  revealed  that  the  pollution  was  in 
fact  being  caused  by  the  complainant  himself.  He  was  in  the  habit  of 
emptying  buckets  of  soapy  water  down  a surface  water  gully,  the  drain 
from  which  discharged  directly  into  the  adjacent  ditch. 

Emission  of  some  odours  in  almost  inevitable  even  in  the  most 
modern  and  well  run  sewage  works  and  one  of  my  Inspectors  was  called 
to  give  evidence  at  a public  enquiry  early  in  1971  following  the  Coun- 
cil’s refusal  of  planning  permission  for  housing  development  in  the 
vicinity  of  a local  sewage  works.  My  Inspector  gave  evidence  as  to  the 
number  of  complaints  of  smell  received  from  occupiers  of  neighbouring 
properties  over  a long  period  of  time.  It  was  also  emphasised  that  the 
houses  would  be  so  sited  that  prevailing  winds  would  convey  the  sewage 
smell  directly  to  the  new  properties.  The  appeal  was  later  refused. 

Nuisance  caused  by  wild  cats  is  an  extremely  difficult  problem. 
The  only  method  of  destruction  approved  by  the  RSPCA  is  the  use  of 
traps  followed  by  an  approved  lethal  chamber.  Poisoning  or  shooting 
is  not  permitted  but  even  with  the  use  of  a lethal  chamber,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  a domestic  pet  may  be  inadvertently  destroyed  and  the 
Department  has  felt  unable  to  deal  with  complaints  of  this  nature. 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of 

nuisances  and  other  matters  under  the 

Public  Health  Act 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served 


Public  Health  Control  over  Refuse  Disposal 

Sixteen  formal  applications  were  made  to  this  Department  under 
the  Essex  County  Council  (Canvey  Island  Approaches  etc.)  Act  1967 
to  deposit  industrial  waste  at  the  Land  Reclamation  Company’s  Tip  on 
Bowers  Gifford  Marshes.  This  compares  with  only  one  application 
during  the  previous  year.  These  applications  referred  to  wastes  which 


86 

16 
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were  considered  potentially  toxic  or  hazardous.  Fourteen  applications 
were  approved  and  conditions  were  imposed  to  control  the  methods  of 
disposal.  Two  of  the  applications  were  refused  because  more  suitable 
alternative  methods  of  disposal  were  available.  Each  application  had 
to  be  given  careful  consideration  and  only  after  consultation  with  the 
Essex  River  Authority  and  the  Scientific  Branch  of  the  Greater  London 
Council  was  approval  given.  In  certain  cases,  my  staff  were  in  atten- 
dance at  the  time  of  disposal  of  the  waste  and  the  location  of  the 
deposit  was  recorded  for  future  reference. 

These  applications  only  represent  a proportion  of  the  industrial 
waste  deposited  at  the  Tip.  During  the  course  of  the  year,  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  more  information  regarding  the  quantity  and  type 
of  waste  to  be  forwarded  to  this  office  by  the  Tip  operator.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  the  amount  of  information  reaching  my  Depart- 
ment and  applications  received  began  to  show  signs  of  increasing.  In 
due  course  it  is  hoped  that  a complete  record  of  all  waste  going  onto 
this  Tip  will  be  available.  During  the  year  a ticket  system  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Tip  operator  which  recorded  the  type  of  waste  deposited, 
specifying  the  category,  quantity,  source  and  carrier.  Only  occasional 
fires  were  reported  from  the  Land  Reclamation  Company’s  Tip  and  in 
no  case  was  any  nuisance  caused  to  the  residents  of  nearby  property 
as  the  fires  were  dealt  with  promptly.  One  fire  was  caused  when  wastes 
reacted  in  an  open  lagoon  which  caused  very  dark  smoke  for  a short 
period.  In  addition,  isolated  complaints  were  received  of  odour  from 
an  acid  lagoon,  mainly  during  very  hot  weather.  As  a result  the  lagoon 
was  subsequently  converted  into  a system  of  covered  trenches  resulting 
in  a significant  improvement. 

A tanker  delivering  waste  to  the  Tip  actually  overturned  on  the 
approach  road.  The  waste  being  carried  was  a refinery  acid  waste  in  a 
fairly  solid  state.  Fortunately  very  little  of  the  waste  was  spilled  and 
this  was  easily  dealt  with  once  the  vehicle  was  removed.  However,  this 
incident  highlights  the  possible  dangers  involved  in  the  carriage  of  toxic 
and  hazardous  wastes.  This  is  a matter  which  will  be  watched  care- 
fully by  my  Department. 

A number  of  complaints  were  received  in  the  year  concerning 
smoke  from  the  Council  tip  at  Pitsea.  Fires  on  the  tip  reached  a climax 
when  the  Council’s  two  bulldozers  were  out  of  commission  and  refuse 
had  to  be  deposited  on  the  surface  of  the  tip  for  several  days.  Whilst 
left  uncovered,  the  refuse  was  set  alight  by  vandals  and  large  areas  of 
the  tip  caught  fire. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  arrangements  were  made  for  addi- 
tional plant  to  operate  on  the  tip  which  resulted  in  a considerable 
improvement. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  informs  me  that  the  Ramsden  Bell- 
house  foul  water  sewerage  scheme  referred  to  in  my  report  for  1970  is 
now  substantially  complete  and  connections  from  private  properties  are 
now  being  made. 

Work  was  due  to  commence  during  1972  on  the  relief  foul  water 
sewer  to  the  Outwood  Common  sewage  treatment  works  and  also  on  a 
relief  surface  water  sewer  at  Outwood  Common  between  Mons  Avenue 
and  the  present  outfall. 
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Noise  Control 

Total  number  of  complaints  — 85.  (One  complaint  concerned  aircraft 

noise  which  is  not  covered  by  the 
Noise  Abatement  Act) 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  — Section  1 


Complaints  received 

No.  of  nuisances 
confirmed 

Nuisances  remedied 
informally 


Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  — Section  2 (noise  from  loudspeakers  on  the 
highway) 

No.  of  complaints 
No.  remedied  informally 
No.  of  prosecutions 
No.  of  convictions 

The  number  of  noise  complaints  in  1971  rose  by  70  per  cent  over 
the  1970  total,  which  may  demonstrate  the  unwillingness  of  the  public 
to  tolerate  the  increasing  clamour  inflicted  upon  our  environment. 

Complaints  of  noise  from  late  night  dancing  and  a boxing  match 
at  a public  house  resulted  in  an  inspector  taking  noise  meter  readings 
at  mid-night.  A noise  nuisance  was  actually  proved  but  ironically  when 
the  original  complainant  was  interviewed  she  stated  that  she  had  been 
in  bed  asleep  on  this  particular  occasion  and  had  heard  nothing.  It  is 
now  easier  to  deal  with  possible  nuisances  which  may  arise  from  premises 
where  dancing  is  held  as  the  Essex  County  Council  Act  1971  now 
requires  that  District  Councils  are  consulted  before  Music  and  Dancing 
Licences  are  issued  by  the  County  Council.  In  fact,  during  the  year 
notification  was  received  from  the  County  Council  that  a scout  hut  was 
proposed  to  be  licensed  for  music  and  dancing.  An  investigation  by  one 
of  my  Inspectors  revealed  that  the  building  was  a prefabricated  struc- 
ture which  would  provide  inadequate  sound  attenuation.  The  Council 
made  these  observations  to  the  Licensing  Authority  and,  as  the  appli- 
cants were  unwilling  to  make  the  necessary  structural  alterations,  the 
licence  was  refused. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  it  was  proposed  to  erect  a club  for  railwaymen 
in  the  district  and  following  a refusal  for  planning  consent  a public 
enquiry  was  held.  One  of  my  Inspectors  was  called  to  give  evidence 
at  the  enquiry  concerning  the  possibility  of  future  noise  nuisance  from 
the  premises  and  the  appeal  was  subsequently  refused. 

Complaints  were  also  received  from  persons  living  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  local  Industrial  Estate  when  a small  factory  began  carrying  out 
sheet  metal  work  involving  banging  and  hammering.  As  a result  of  the 
intervention  of  my  Department  the  management  agreed  to  the  instal- 
lation of  purpose  designed  sound  proof  doors  to  the  factory  with  a 
significant  reduction  in  the  noise  problem. 
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Industrial 

Commercial 

Roadworks 

etc, 

Domestic 

Other 

Total 

5 

24 

21 

26 

4 

80 

2 

10 

13 

9 

2 

36 

2 

10 

13 

8 

2 

35 
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Early  in  the  year  it  was  proposed  to  build  a vehicle  appraisal  road 
at  a local  research  centre  and  it  was  evident  from  the  original  plans 
that  there  would  be  a real  possibility  of  noise  nuisance  to  persons 
occupying  properties  in  the  vicinity.  Meetings  were  subsequently  held 
between  members  of  my  Department,  of  the  Engineer  & Surveyor’s 
Department  and  the  Company  concerned  and  a visit  was  made  to  a 
similar  establishment  at  Boreham  where  noise  readings  were  carried 
out  under  varying  conditions.  As  a result  changes  were  made  to  the 
original  proposal  to  minimise  anticipated  noise  disturbance. 


RODENT  CONTROL  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Rodent  Control 


Type  of  property 

Non- 

agricultural 

Agricultural 

No.  of  properties  in  the  District 

41,671 

147 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
following  notification 

672 

No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

377 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

295 

— 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for 
rats  or  mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification  (contracts  and  routine  surveys) 

64 

24 

No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

28 

4 

(ii)  Mice 

— 

— 

Sewer  Treatments: 

Basildon  U.D.  Sewers 

Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected 


systems  4,200 

No.  of  manholes  tested  367 

No.  of  manholes  showing  bait  taken  118 

Bait:  Warfarin  with  paranitrophenol. 

Basildon  Development  Corporation  sewers 

Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  connected 

systems  6,600 

No.  of  manholes  tested  515 

No.  of  manholes  showing  bait  taken  4 

Bait:  Warfarin  with  paranitrophenol. 


The  number  of  complaints  received  in  1971  showed  a slight 
increase  over  the  1970  total,  mainly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  complaints  concerning  mice.  Staff  difficulties  again  prevented  the 
rodent  control  service  operating  at  a hundred  percent  efficiency.  I am 
particularly  sorry  to  report  the  premature  retirement  and  subsequent 
death  of  one  of  my  rodent  operatives,  Mr.  G.  Ridgewell. 

A particularly  difficult  problem  occurred  during  the  year  when  com- 
plaints were  received  over  some  period  of  time  concerning  the  presence 
of  rats  on  railway  property.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  British 
Railways  and  their  rodent  control  service.  It  was  not  clear  for  some 
time  to  the  Railway  that  they  were  in  fact  responsible  for  the  control 
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of  rodents  on  their  property.  Eventually  however  they  became  con- 
vinced of  the  need  to  insist  that  their  contractors  deal  with  the  problem 
efficiently.  An  interesting  sequel  to  our  representations  to  British  Rail 
occurred  at  a meeting  of  the  Area  Workable  Committee  on  rodent 
control  when  the  Divisional  Pests  Officer  brought  a representative  of 
British  Rail  to  the  meeting  to  give  an  assurance  that  all  pest  control 
contracts  were  now  under  the  direct  control  of  the  British  Rail  Scien- 
tific Services  Division  at  Manchester.  This  new  method  of  organisation 
should  mean  an  easing  of  the  problem  of  dealing  with  rodents  on  rail- 
way land. 

Disinfestation  and  Entomology 

Members  of  the  public  continue  to  make  good  use  of  the  Council’s 
free  service  for  the  destruction  of  wasps  nests  and  this  year’s  figures 
exceeded  last  year’s  previous  record. 

Your  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  able  to  give  a wide  range  of 
advice  on  household  pests  together  with  methods  of  treatment  and 
regular  use  is  made  of  the  Department’s  Binocular  Microscope  to 
identify  specimens. 

Of  particular  interest  is  the  apparent  increase  in  carpet  beetle 
infestations  which  seems  to  have  replaced  the  clothes  moth  in  impor- 
tance and  is  probably  due  to  the  increased  use  of  central  heating  in 
homes.  Perhaps  this  is  a minor  penalty  for  an  improved  standard  of 
living. 

The  number  and  variety  of  calls  upon  this  particular  service  is 
indicated  by  the  following  analysis: 


Ants,  common  black 

63 

Bed  bugs  and  martin  bugs 

23 

Beetles,  various 

3 

Book  lice 

6 

Carpet  beetle  and  moths,  various 

39 

Clover  mite 

6 

Cockroaches,  German 

1 

Crickets  and  caterpillars 

11 

Fleas,  various 

80 

Flies,  various 

20 

Insects  in  stored  products 
(biscuit  beetle,  weevils  etc.) 

0 

Spiders 

10 

Wasps 

362 

Woodlice  and  silver  fish 

26 

Others 

29 

There  is  no  special  reason  for  the  number  of  cases  of  fleas  reported 

which  doubles  last  year’s  figure  but  some  at  least  are  attributable  to 
pets  in  the  home.  Disinfestation  was  carried  out  in  these  cases  at  a 
nominal  charge. 

Visits  carried  out  by  Rodent  Operatives/General  Assistants 

Rodent  Control — Contracts  265 

Rodent  Control — Domestic  dwellings  and  general  survey  ...  1,777 

Rodent  Control — Trade  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  345 

Rodent  Control — Agriculture  ...  29 
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Rodent  Control — Council  premises  120 

Rodent  Control— Sewer  test  baiting  1,745 

Welfare — Sick  room  equipment,  clinics  625 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Removal  of  condemned  foods  158 

Disposal  of  dead  animals 176 

Drainage  investigations  105 

Disinfecting  after  infectious  disease  7 

Destruction  of  wasps  nests  367 

Incontinent  Laundry  Service  ...  3,256 

Post — interdepartmental  deliveries  693 

Disposal  of  night  soil  131 


Total 


11,123 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Laundry  Service  for  Incontinent  Persons 

Despite  staff  shortages  the  twice  weekly  collection  and  delivery  ser- 
vice to  an  average  of  40  patients  was  maintained.  Problems  arose  in 
connection  with  the  marking  of  articles  with  the  laundry  number  as 
although  laundry  marking  pens  are  supplied  free  to  each  patient,  the 
number  is  often  indecipherable  and  becomes  very  faint  after  frequent 
laundering.  Despite  constant  reminders  to  persons  using  the  service,  the 
identification  of  articles  takes  up  a large  proportion  of  the  driver’s  time 
whilst  engaged  in  sorting  at  the  hospital. 

Sixty  new  cases  were  accepted  during  the  year  and  a total  of  13,420 
articles  were  laundered  at  Runwell  Hospital.  The  hospital’s  charges  for 
laundering  rose  from  2p  to  3p  per  article  in  October  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  very  worthwhile  service  is  of  great  assistance  to  patients 
and  their  families  in  difficult  times. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948  — Section  50 

The  funerals  of  one  male  and  one  female  persons  were  undertaken 
by  the  Council’s  funeral  contractors,  both  cases  involving  cremation.  In 
carrying  out  the  duty  placed  on  them  under  this  Section,  the  Council’s 
policy  is  for  cremation  except  in  cases  where  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  this  might  be  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  deceased  or  any  known 
relative. 

Consumer  Protection 

Six  samples  of  children’s  toys  were  purchased  for  testing  under  the 
Toys  (Safety)  Regulations  1967.  On  one  of  the  samples,  consisting  of  a 
farmyard  set  made  of  coloured  plastic,  the  public  analyst  reported  that 
the  green  paint  on  certain  of  the  articles  was  found  to  contain  lead  to 
the  extent  of  110,000  parts  per  million.  The  regulations  require  that  a 
toy  shall  not  have  any  coating  of  paint  which  contains  lead  or  any 
compound  of  lead  so  that  the  proportion  in  the  paint  exceeds  5,000 
parts  per  million.  Subsequent  legal  proceedings  resulted  in  a fine  of  £50 
with  £20  costs. 

Two  other  interesting  cases  occurred  during  the  year.  One  involved 
the  sale  of  a box  of  painted  arithmetic  bricks,  analysis  of  which  showed 
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an  excessively  high  lead  content.  Although  the  retailer  could  be  held 
legally  responsible  the  bricks  had  been  imported  from  China  and  legal 
proceedings  were  not  instituted  in  this  case.  A second  case  involved  a 
contravention  of  the  Electrical  Appliances  (Colour  Code)  Regulations 
1969.  In  this  case,  the  wires  on  a Sunlamp  were  found  to  be  coloured 
black,  blue  and  green/yellow.  This  colouring  does  not  comply  with  the 
regulations  and  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  company  concerned. 

The  regulations  relating  to  the  colouring  of  electric  wiring  came 
into  force  during  the  year  and  a full  survey  was  carried  out  of  all  shops 
and  market  stalls  selling  electrical  apparatus.  158  premises  were  inspec- 
ted, 123  of  which  were  found  to  be  selling  the  relevant  electrical  appli- 
ances. In  15  of  these  premises,  contraventions  were  found  and  all  these 
were  either  remedied  or  the  articles  withdrawn  from  stock. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963 

There  are  10  establishments  licensed  under  this  Act  in  the  Urban 
District  for  the  boarding  of  cats  and  dogs.  The  maximum  number  of 
animals  that  can  now  be  accommodated  on  licensed  premises  is  474  dogs 
and  174  cats.  Each  establishment  receives  biannual  visits  by  the  Coun- 
cil’s veterinary  adviser  and  a member  of  my  staff,  and  additional  check 
visits  are  made  during  the  peak  boarding  season. 

Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

15  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  permitting  persons  to  keep 
pet  shops. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964 

Number  of  registered  scrap  metal  dealers 

at  31st  December  1971 

Number  of  itinerant  scrap  metal  dealers 

Number  of  dealers  having  scrap  metal  stores 

Planning  Applications 

Two-hundred-and-seventy-nine  plans  were  examined  in  the  Depart- 
ment in  the  year  and  my  observations  on  the  various  public  health 
aspects  were  made  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  or  direct  to  the 
developer  concerned.  The  system  whereby  copies  of  submitted  plans  are 
passed  to  this  Department  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  again  proved 
extremely  valuable  as  it  enables  the  Department  to  become  concerned 
with  premises  at  the  planning  stage  and  consequently  obviates  the  irritat- 
ing necessity  for  alterations  to  be  made  later  to  the  finished  building  to 
comply  with  special  legislation  to  which  the  premises  may  be  subject. 

Health  Education 

Several  requests  were  received  during  the  year  from  students  on 
various  courses  requesting  information  on  the  different  aspects  of  the 
Department’s  work.  Information  was  supplied  either  by  letter  or  by  an 
informal  meeting  with  the  student  concerned. 

A Public  Health  Inspector  also  lectured  to  two  separate  sections  of 
the  Home  Helps  Inservice  Training  Course,  one  at  Thurrock  Technical 
College  and  the  second  one  at  the  Basildon  College  of  Further  Educa- 
tion. In  addition,  an  Inspector  gave  a short  course  of  lectures  on  various 
technical  subjects  to  fifth  form  pupils  at  Barstable  School. 
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Health  Education  is  an  important  aspect  of  the  Department’s  work 
and  one  which  I hope  will  be  intensified  as  soon  as  my  staff  situation  is 
satisfactory. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 

Licences  cancelled  during  the  year  1 

Licences  issued  during  the  year  1 

Total  number  of  licensed  plants 

at  31st  December  1971  12 


HOUSING 

Unfit  Housing 

Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Section  16  or  17(1) 
of  the  Housing  Act  1957  10 

Unfit  houses  closed  in  pursuance  of 

Closing  orders  or  undertakings  1 

Number  of  families  displaced  7 

Rehousing 

Basildon  U.D.C. 

Total  number  of  Council  dwellings  at 
31st  December  1971  4,678 

Number  of  families  re-housed  in  1971  337 

Total  number  of  applicants  on  list 

at  31st  December  1971  636 

Basildon  Development  Corporation 

Total  number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the 
Corporation  17,880 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished  by  Basildon 
Development  Corporation  220 

Number  of  families  rehoused  in  1971  2,328 


The  presence  of  a controlled  statutory  tenant  in  a house  has  a 
remarkably  adverse  affect  on  the  value  of  the  property  for  the  owner. 
The  value  of  the  property  with  vacant  possession  may  be  4 or  5 times 
as  much  as  its  value  when  there  is  a controlled  tenant.  Consequently 
owners  or  agents  of  properties  are  often  anxious  to  persuade  the  Council 
to  use  its  powers  under  the  Housing  Acts  to  obtain  the  demolition  of  a 
tenanted  cottage  so  that  the  owner  may  obtain  the  advantage  of  the 
value  of  the  site  as  compensation.  In  this  case  the  tenant  would  normally 
be  rehoused  by  the  Council.  In  some  of  these  cases,  the  house  is  not  in 
fact  as  desperately  defective  as  the  agent  maintains  and  may  be  repair- 
able at  a cost  which  could  be  regarded  as  reasonable  even  if  consider- 
able. This  type  of  case  often  results  in  a lengthy  dispute  between  the 
agent  and  the  Department. 

Improvement  Grants 

One-hundred-and-twenty-one  applications  for  Standard  Grants  and 
12  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act  1969 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Each  property  under  consideration  is 
visited  by  one  of  my  Inspectors  and  a member  of  the  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor’s staff.  My  Inspector  is  concerned  basically  with  the  fitness  of  the 
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dwelling  for  human  habitation  and  the  necessary  repairs  which  have  to  be 
carried  out  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  the  satisfactory  standard  before 
the  grant  is  finally  approved. 

Housing  Defects 

One-hundred-and-fifteen  complaints  concerning  the  structural  con- 
ditions of  properties  were  received.  The  Department  served  9 informal 
notices  requiring  repairs  and  the  Chairman’s  authorisation  was  received 
for  the  service  of  4 statutory  notices  under  Section  93  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936. 

Housing  Act  1969  — Qualification  Certificates 


Applications  received  42 

Applications  granted  17 

Applications  refused  13 

Applications  withdrawn  6 

Applications  pending  (including 
provisional  approvals)  19 

Land  Charges  Act  1925 


3,578  searches  in  respect  of  properties  were  dealt  with  by  the  Depart- 
ment during  the  year.  Sales  of  BDC  and  Council  houses  together  with 
a very  busy  year  in  the  private  house  sector  has  placed  a heavy  work 
load  on  my  clerical  section  since  each  search  necessitates  a careful  and 
thorough  check  of  the  Department’s  filing  system  and  unfit  housing 
register  and  subsequently  the  questionnaire  has  to  be  circulated  to  the 
appropriate  District  Inspector  for  comment. 


CLEAN  AIR 

On  30th  April  1971  the  Smoke  Control  Orders  in  the  District 
became  operational  again  after  having  been  suspended  for  five  months 
in  view  of  the  possible  short  supply  of  smokeless  solid  fuels  during  the 
winter  of  1970  to  1971. 

During  the  year  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment  advised 
that  the  amounts  of  solid  smokeless  fuel  available  for  the  domestic  mar- 
ket for  the  winter  of  1971-1972  would  be  adequate  to  meet  consumer 
demand.  No  supply  difficulties  were  expected  after  the  winter  of  197 1— 
1972.  The  Secretary  of  State  also  indicated  that -all  local  authorities 
should  resume  their  Smoke  Control  programmes  as  soon  as  possible. 
Therefore  the  opportunity  was  taken  by  the  Department  to  finalise  a 
phased  programme  of  smoke  control  which  would  eventually  result  in 
the  residential  parts  of  the  District  being  subject  to  smoke  control  orders 
by  October  1976.  The  following  table  summarises  the  suggested  phasing 
of  the  programme. 

Total  No.  of 


Smoke  Control 
Area  No. 

Location 

Operative 

Date 

Dwelling  Houses 
Involved 

9 

Billericay  west 

October  1972 

1,681 

10 

Billericay  north 

October  1973 

2,781 

11 

Wickford  north 

October  1974 

1,482 

12 

Wickford  east 

October  1975 

2,071 

13 

Wickford  south 

October  1976 

2,134 
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Proposed  Basildon  Urban  District  No.  9 Smoke  Control  Order 

In  September,  1971  the  Council  authorised  the  introduction  of  the 
No.  9 Smoke  Control  Order  which  is  in  fact  to  come  into  force  in  Octo- 
ber, 1972.  This  is  the  third  Smoke  Control  area  to  be  proposed  for  Bil- 
lericay  and  results  in  the  whole  of  the  principal  development  south  of 
the  railway  being  subject  to  Smoke  Control  Orders.  It  covers  approxi- 
mately 400  acres  and  comprises  1,681  private  dwellings  of  which  410 
were  built  after  16th  August,  1964  and  are  not  theretore  eligible  for 
grant.  In  addition  there  are  100  commercial  premises,  5 industrial  pre- 
mises and  18  miscellaneous  premises  in  the  area. 

A sample  survey  of  10  per  cent  of  the  private  dwellings  revealed 
that  the  estimated  cost  of  conversions  in  all  properties  eligible  for  grant 
would  be  £16,000,  the  Council’s  actual  contribution  being  £4,800.  It 
was  estimated  that  70-80  per  cent  of  the  householders  in  the  area 
would  use  authorised  fuels  of  one  type  or  another  and  approximately 
450  tons  of  bituminous  coal  required  replacement  by  authorised  fuel 
per  annum.  The  regional  officer  of  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federation 
confirmed  that  sufficient  supplies  of  a wide  range  of  smokeless  fuel 
will  be  available  in  Billericay  to  enable  the  Council  to  proceed  with 
the  order  and  no  supply  difficulties  were  anticipated  by  the  Regional 
representatives  of  the  Gas  and  Electricity  Boards. 

Orders  currently  operative  in  the  Urban  District 


Smoke 

Control 

Operative 

Total  No. 
of  Dwelling 

Area  No. 

Location 

date 

Acreage 

Houses 

1 

Fryerns 

1.  9.59 

260 

2,200 

2 

Ghyllgrove,  Fryerns, 
Barstable 

1.10.64 

890 

4,400 

3 

Lee  Chapel,  Kingswood, 
Barstable 

1.  9.65 

1,162 

6,450 

4 

Laindon  (part) 

1.10.66 

439 

1,658 

5 

Vange 

1.10.67 

283 

646 

6 

Pitsea 

(BUDC  development) 

1.10.67 

120 

457 

7 

South  Green 

1.12.68 

470 

1,691 

8 

Billericay  (east) 

1.11.69 

504 

1,705 

Total 

4,128 

19,207 

Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 

The  Department  continues  to  maintain  two  observation  stations 
in  connection  with  the  United  Kingdom  National  Survey  of  Air  Pol- 
lution. One  of  these  is  situated  at  Wickford  where  smoke  control  is  not 
yet  operational  and  the  other  observation  site  is  close  to  Basildon 
Town  Centre  centrally  positioned  in  an  area  covered  by  6 operative 
smoke  control  areas.  Each  site  is  visited  weekly  to  change  the  smoke 
filters  and  replace  the  hydrogen  peroxide  reagent  used  in  the  measure- 
ment of  sulphur  dioxide.  For  the  remaining  six  days  the  instrument 
operates  automatically  changing  the  flow  of  incoming  air  to  a new 
filter  and  reagent  bottle  every  24  hours.  The  daily  readings  are  for- 
warded to  Warren  Spings  Laboratory  where  the  necessary  calculations 
and  national  comparisons  results  are  carried  out.  Monthly  averages  of 
the  daily  computer  readings  for  the  year  are  set  out  below. 
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Monthly  Computer  returns  from  Warren  Springs — all  figures  in 
micrograms 


Basildon  No.  1 Bader  House,  Witchards,  Basildon 

Smoke 

so2 

Ratio 

January 

51 

152 

0.34 

February 

51 

148 

0.34 

March  ... 

24 

105 

0.23 

April  . . . 

21 

78 

0.27 

May  ... 

12 

62 

0.19 

June  ... 

10 

70 

0.14 

July  ... 

11 

48 

0.23 

August 

10 

47 

0.21 

September 

35 

75 

0.47 

October 

25 

122 

0.20 

November 

35 

134 

0.26 

December 

42 

150 

0.28 

Wickford  No.  1, 

Wickford  Police  Station 

Smoke 

so2 

Ratio 

January 

51 

125 

0.41 

February 

46 

111 

0.41 

March  ... 

28 

91 

0.31 

April  ... 

22 

61 

0.36 

May  ... 

20 

47 

0.43 

June  ... 

13 

50 

0.26 

July  ... 

13 

38 

0.34 

August 

13 

37 

0.35 

September 

31 

58 

0.53 

October 

34 

98 

0.35 

November 

36 

101 

0.36 

December 

39 

112 

0.35 

Notification  of  New  Furnaces  and  Control  of  Chimney  Heights 

Twenty-seven  notifications  of  the  installation  of  boiler  plant  were 
received  under  Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956.  The  majority  of 
the  notifications  were  for  the  installation  of  plant  burning  light  gas 
oil  or  gas.  Seven  of  the  applications  involved  installations  in  excess  of 
li  million  B.T.U.  per  hour  output  and  required  prior  approval  of  the 
proposed  chimney  height  by  my  Department.  In  one  case,  a heavy  oil 
with  a viscosity  of  3,500  seconds  was  to  be  used  and  it  was  necessary 
to  ask  for  a chimney  height  of  65  feet  to  disperse  the  sulphur  dioxide 
produced  by  such  a heavy  oil. 

Another  case  involved  the  proposed  use  of  medium  fuel  oil  at  950 
second  viscosity  resulting  in  a chimney  height  of  60  feet.  However, 
planning  approval  could  not  be  obtained  by  the  Company  for  a chimney 
of  this  height  and  the  use  of  light  gas  oil  was  recommended  to  permit 
a reduction  in  the  proposed  chimney  height  to  45  feet. 

Smoke  Offences — Industrial  and  Trade  Premises 

There  were  six  cases  during  the  year  where  it  was  necessary  to 
serve  informal  notices  under  the  Clean  Air  Acts  1956  and  1968  follow- 
ing the  emission  of  smoke  from  industrial  and  trade  premises.  Four  of 
these  cases  involved  the  burning  of  waste  material  on  open  ground  and 
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Section  1 of  the  1968  Clean  Air  Act  proved  useful  in  providing  the 
necessary  power  to  deal  with  these  cases. 

One  case  involved  the  emission  of  smuts  and  smoke  from  an 
incinerator  used  to  burn  waste  at  a local  supermarket.  Upon  investiga- 
tion, my  Inspector  found  that  the  incinerator  had  been  allowed  to  fall 
into  disrepair.  The  situation  was  soon  remedied  following  an  informal 
approach  to  the  supermarket’s  Head  Office. 

Another  case  which  caused  complaint  involved  burning  off  varnish 
from  metal  grids  used  to  support  transformers  during  manufacture, 
creating  volumes  of  black  smoke.  A meeting  with  a director  of  the 
company  concerned,  who  was  in  fact  unaware  of  the  excessive  smoke 
being  caused,  soon  brought  about  an  effective  remedy. 


FACTORIES 

Due  to  the  expansion  of  my  Inspectors’  work  in  connection  with 
food  hygiene,  it  was  possible  for  only  50  per  cent  of  the  factories  in  the 
District  to  be  inspected  during  the  year. 

During  recent  years  an  overall  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of 
factory  premises  has  been  noted  and  during  1971,  it  was  necessary  to 
serve  only  fourteen  notices,  comprising  32  separate  contraventions, 
under  the  Factories  Act  1961.  It  seems  that  many  local  factories  have 
staff  recruitment  problems  and  the  workers  are  then  able  themselves  to 
demand  that  the  standard  of  facilities  provided  be  sufficient  to  attract 
staff. 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION 
OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Inspec- 

Number of 
Written  Occupier 

Register 

tions 

Notices  Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local  Autho- 
ties 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority 

300 

150 

14  — 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers)  premises 

7 

4 

Total: 

309 

154 

14  — 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Number  of 

defects  were  found  cases  in 

which 

Referred  prosecutions 

ToH.M.  ByH.M.  were 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

Cleanliness 
Sanitary  con- 
veniences: 

8 7 — — — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Redecoration 

3 1 — — — 

4 3 — — — 

(d)  Cleansing  of 
sanitary 
fittings 

(e)  Ventilation 

15  15  — — — 

(f)  Lighting 

2 2 — — — 

Total : 

32  28  — — — 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT— OUTWORK 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


Registration  and  Inspection  of  Premises 

The  modern  trend  towards  larger  multiple  stores  and  supermarkets 
continued  during  the  year  resulting  in  the  disappearance  of  several 
small  units  so  although  74  new  premises  were  added,  the  Department’s 
register  revealed  a small  decrease  in  the  overall  number  of  registered 
premises  at  the  end  of  1971. 

All  the  newly  registered  premises  received  an  initial  general  inspec- 
tion and  of  all  registered  premises  in  the  District  66  per  cent  received 
a general  inspection  during  1971,  an  improvement  over  the  55  per  cent 
recorded  in  1970.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  Department’s  objective 
to  increase  the  inspection  standard  to  the  point  where,  eventually,  every 
premises  is  inspected  every  year.  However,  this  frequency  of  inspection 
cannot  be  achieved  until  the  Department  is  fully  staffed. 

Enforcement 

One-hundred-and-twenty-seven  informal  notices  were  served  during 
the  year  which  included  277  contraventions  requiring  attention.  I am 
again  pleased  to  report  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  resort  to  the  institu- 
tion of  legal  proceedings  to  achieve  compliance  with  these  notices. 

An  interesting  case  which  arose  during  the  year  involved  the  rela- 
tionship between  overcrowding  and  the  use  of  dangerous  machines.  A 
large  new  supermarket  opened  in  the  District  late  in  1971  in  which  the 
butchery  preparation  area  was  a room  480  square  feet  in  area  with 
several  large  benches  and  an  assortment  of  dangerous  machinery. 
Twelve  persons,  the  maximum  permitted  by  the  Act  were  found  to  be 
working  in  the  room  and  some  of  them  were  of  course  using  dangerous 
machines.  The  room  appeared  to  my  Inspector  to  be  very  crowded  and 
the  dangers  to  staff  were  consequently  greatly  magnified.  The  matter 
was  discussed  with  the  Manager  who  agreed  to  add  a room  18  ft.  by 
8 ft.  to  the  existing  preparation  room  to  house  two  or  three  of  the 
twelve  employees  along  with  the  dangerous  machinery.  It  seems  that 
the  minimum  space  allowed  for  in  the  Act  may  well  be  adequate  for 
office  workers  at  desks  but  it  is  entirely  inadequate  where  persons  are 
moving  about,  carrying  heavy  weights,  in  the  vicinity  of  dangerous 
machinery. 

Several  problems  also  arose  in  the  Laindon  Main  Centre  shopping 
area  concerning  the  mechanical  handling  of  goods  as  all  deliveries  to  the 
shops  are  made  to  loading  bays  at  basement  level  from  a low  level 
thoroughfare.  Consequently,  the  occupier  of  each  premises  has  had  to 
install  a means  of  lifting  the  goods  to  the  sales  floor  in  each  shop  and 
only  some  of  these  methods  of  lifting  goods  were  found  to  be  fully 
covered  by  the  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations  1968.  Three  cases  were  of 
particular  interest: 

(a)  A butchers  shop  uses  an  electrically  driven  chain  hoist  for 
lifting  goods  from  the  basement  to  the  sales  area  and  this  type 
of  hoist  is  not  covered  by  the  Hoist  and  Lifts  Regulations.  The  hoist 
lifts  quarters  of  beef  on  hooks  and  other  meat  on  a suspended  plat- 
form and  is  suspended  on  rollers  on  a rail  which  connects  to  another 
rail  in  the  meat  preparation  room  which  facilitates  ease  of  handling. 
In  this  case,  folding  lattice  gates  were  installed  at  the  top  outlet  and 
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across  the  hoistway  area  in  the  basement  and  as  an  additional  safety 
precaution,  a hinged  bar  was  installed  at  the  top  opening  for  use  when 
the  lattice  door  was  open  for  unloading  purposes. 

(b)  A chemists  shop  was  found  to  be  using  an  electrically  driven  chain 
hoist  in  similar  circumstances  and  as  originally  installed  the  hoist  was 
not  covered  by  the  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations.  However,  the  pro- 
prietor bolted  wooden  blocks  onto  the  suspended  platform  so  that  it 
fitted  neatly  between  the  two  vertical  steel  supporting  joists  to  prevent  it 
swaying  in  the  hoistway.  It  then  became  a lift  to  which  the  Regulations 
applied  and  electrically  operated  doors  were  fitted  to  the  top  and  bottom 
of  the  hoistway. 

(c)  A third  case  involved  the  use  of  a fork  lift  truck  electrically 
operated  but  manually  propelled  which  was  used  to  raise  fruit  and  vege- 
tables from  the  basement  of  a greengrocers  to  the  sales  area.  Although 
the  truck  itself  is  outside  the  scope  of  the  Hoists  and  Lifts  Regulations, 
it  was  felt  that  they  should  be  applied  as  far  as  practicable.  It  was  felt 
that  it  was  impossible  to  install  interlocked  doors  etc.  to  the  hoistway 
but  self-closing  gates  were  fitted  at  the  upper  level  with  a railed-off 
area  around  the  opening  in  the  floor.  In  addition,  suitable  protective 
guards  were  provided  above  the  operator’s  head  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hoistway. 

Accidents 

Thirty-nine  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year  but  it  was 
only  considered  necessary  to  investigate  20  of  them.  I am  ag^in  pleased 
to  report  that  there  were  no  fatalities  or  accidents  involving  loss  of  limb. 
In  fact  most  of  the  accidents  reported  were  of  a relatively  minor  nature. 

Contraventions 


The  undermentioned  contraventions  were  reported  by  my  staff: 


Shops 

Offices 

Total 

Temperature 

7 

2 

9 

Washing  facilities 

1 

— 

1 

Drinking  water  ...  

7 

— 

7 

Ventilation  

4 

2 

6 

Redecoration 

8 

1 

9 

Repairs — general  ...  

7 

— 

7 

Repairs  or  modifications  to  lifts  and  hoists  ... 

12 

— 

12 

Provision  of  thermometers  ...  

2 

I 

3 

Provision  of  first  aid  kits 

9 

2 

11 

General  cleanliness  ...  

18 

1 

19 

Stairs,  passages  etc.  to  be  free  from  obstruction 

2 

— 

2 

Overcrowding  ...  

— 

4 

4 

Insufficient  lighting  ...  ...  

4 

1 

5 

Provision  of  W.C. — reinstate  existing  w.c.  ... 
Provision  of  hot  water  to  existing  wash  hand 

4 

— 

4 

basin ...  

12 

— 

12 

Marking  of  doors  of  W.C.  indicating  sexes  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Provision  and  repair  of  handrails  to  staircases 

15 

1 

16 

Provision  of  intervening  ventilated  space  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Abstract  of  the  Act  

15 

2 

17 

Inadequate  guards  to  machinery  

3 

2 

5 
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Articles  sampled — cont. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfacto 

Provision  and  repair  of  floor  cover> 

15 

— 

15 

Refuse  accumulations  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Guard  rails — general  

1 

— 

1 

Maintenance  of  hot  water 

38 

— 

38 

Renew  and  cleanse  blinds 

2 

— 

2 

W.C.  to  be  cleared  of  stock  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Unstable  storage  racks 

9 

— 

9 

Wires  and  cables  not  covered  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Decoration  and  repair  to  W.C. 

compartment 

16 

— 

16 

Provide  or  repair  electric  fan 

FOOD  CONTROL 

2 

2 

One  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
is  the  control  of  food  premises  and  the  examination  of  foodstuffs 
intended  for  human  consumption,  upon  which  aspect  -of  the  work  the 
Inspectors  of  the  Food  Safety  and  Hygiene  Division  of  the  Department 
specialise.  A total  of  3,199  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during 
the  year  and  244  informal  notices  regarding  618  separate  contraventions 
were  served  on  the  owners  or  occupiers  concerned. 

In  the  17  years  since  the  introduction  of  modern  food  hygiene 
legislation,  it  has  been  a long  and  constant  struggle  to  bring  food  pre- 
mises in  the  District  up  to  an  acceptable  structural  standard.  However, 
during  the  past  two  to  three  years  it  has  become  obvious  to  my  staff  that 
the  message  is  at  last  beginning  to  get  through.  Shop  managers  are  now 
generally  much  more  receptive  than  they  were  in  the  1950s  and  a 
request  by  my  Inspector  that  the  shop  owner  should  provide  such  basic 
amenities  as,  for  instance,  a continuous  supply  of  hot  water  is  no 
longer  met  by  an  incredulous  stare  followed  by  a long  argument.  It 
will,  of  course,  still  be  necessary  to  remind  occupiers  to  keep  premises 
in  a good  state  of  repair  and  to  ensure  that  standards  are  further 
improved.  The  minor  amendments  provided  for  in  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  1970  came  into  force  in  1971  and  there  are  now 
legal  powers  to  require  open  food  to  be  protected  from  the  public  by 
screens  and  to  require  handlers  of  open  food  to  wear  washable  over- 
clothing. My  Inspectors  have  been  asking  for  these  items  informally  for 
some  years. 

Thus  we  have  come  now  to  what  may  be  considered  as  a turning 
point  in  the  Department’s  work  in  connection  with  food.  My  Inspec- 
tors are  increasingly  able  to  concentrate  on  the  techniques  employed 
by  management  and  staff  serving  food  to  the  customer  and  much  needs 
to  be  done  to  bring  about  refinements  and  improvements  in  this  sphere. 
Poor  food  handling  may  result  in  food  poisoning,  one  of  the  few  diseases 
which  have  not  decreased  in  incidence  in  recent  years.  It  is  usually 
quite  a mild  disease  though  is  often  unpleasant,  sometimes  severe  and 
occasionally  fatal.  Babies  and  old  persons  are  more  often  severely 
affected. 

So  now  with  food  premises  up  to  a reasonable  structural  standard, 
we  intend  to  attack  poor  food  handling  and  to  reduce  to  a minimum  the 
incidence  of  food  poisoning  in  the  District.  To  this  end,  three  new  types 
of  inspection  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  a coding  survey,  a tem- 
perature control  survey  and  an  ‘agaroid  sampling’  survey. 
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Coding  Survey 

In  the  early  summer  of  1971,  a survey  was  carried  out  by  my 
Inspectors  of  supermarkets  and  grocers  to  check  on  the  coding  of 
cakes,  bread,  meat  pies,  milk  products  and  other  perishable  foods 
being  offered  for  sale  in  the  Urban  District.  Over  a period  the  Depart- 
ment has  compiled  a comprehensive  list  of  the  various  codes  used  by 
manufacturers.  These  have  been  gathered  from  various  sources  but 
generally  as  a result  of  food  complaint  investigations.  The  list  was 
prepared  in  booklet  form  and  is  now  carried  by  each  public  health 
inspector  engaged  on  food  premises  inspections. 

The  survey  covered  102  supermarkets  and  shops  and  in  62  of 
these  the  coding  of  goods  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  25  premises,  slightly  out-of-code  packs  were  noted  and  these 
were  drawn  to  the  attention  of  the  managers  concerned.  The  remaining 
15  shops  visited  revealed  more  serious  lapses  in  stock  rotation  of  which 
the  following  are  some  examples. 

(a)  Three  small  grocers  shops  had  50-90  per  cent  of  their  boxed  cakes 
out  of  code  by  up  to  six  weeks  and  one  supermarket  was  displaying 
sausage  pate  three  months  old.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of  these 
grocers  was  also  involved  in  the  sale  of  a mouldy  loaf  which  he  had 
retained  in  the  shop  for  five  days  before  sale. 

(b)  Many  of  the  smaller  grocers  showed  complete  ignorance  of  any 
coding  system  whatsoever  and  allowed  the  delivery  men  a free  hand  in 
removing  and  replacing  stale  stock.  In  some  of  these  instances  cakes 
were  found  to  have  been  delivered  already  out-of-code  or  with  only 
two-three  days  shelf  life  remaining. 

(c)  Shop  keepers  who  had  recently  taken  over  premises  were  often 
misled  by  salesmen  and  in  one  case  the  shop  keeper  was  informed  that 
he  had  14  days  to  sell  some  fruit  pies  after  the  date  indicated  on  the 
pack.  This  date  is  actually  the  last  date  on  which  the  pie  should  have 
been  sold. 

(d)  In  one  other  case,  stale  cakes  were  delivered  in  front  of  the 
retailer’s  area  manager,  who  reported  it  to  my  Department.  As  a result 
of  my  Inspector’s  enquiries  this  particular  delivery  man  was  dismissed. 

In  all  cases,  warnings  were  given  to  the  manager  of  the  shop  and 
revisits  later  indicated  a general  improvement. 

Temperature  Control  Survey 

During  the  summer,  a survey  of  the  temperatures  being  maintained 
in  refrigerators  displaying  food  for  sale  was  carried  out  using  electronic 
thermometers.  Although  the  thermometers  were  found  to  be  accurate 
and  easy  to  read  their  response  time  was  rather  slow  and  both  medium 
range  probes  were  found  rather  fragile  for  normal  use,  resulting  in  a 
premature  conclusion  to  the  survey.  Of  72  refrigerators  tested  only 
two  were  found  to  be  defective  in  operation. 

Agaroid  Sampling 

A successful  innovation  in  the  work  of  the  Food  Division  was  the 
introduction  of  the  agaroid  sampling  technique,  and  time  must  be  found 
when  staffing  will  permit  for  more  of  this  work. 
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The  premises  under  investigation,  usually  a catering  premises  or 
a shop  selling  open  food,  is  visited  without  the  prior  knowledge  of 
the  occupier.  Bacteria  remaining  on  the  surfaces  of  equipment  such  as 
sheer  blades,  knives  and  forks,  plates,  chopping  boards,  etc.  after  a 
routine  cleansing  session  are  transferred  onto  specially  prepared  sterile 
slices  of  culture  media.  The  dishes  of  medium  are  then  incubated  in  the 
Department’s  laboratory  at  37°C  for  about  36  hours.  After  this  time, 
any  bacteria  collected  on  the  plates  have  then  multiplied  into  visible 
colonies  and  can  be  counted. 


A further  visit  is  then  made  to  the  premises  concerned  where  plates 
are  demonstrated  to  the  management  and  staff.  This  is  the  most  impor- 
tant part  of  the  exercise.  My  Inspectors  have  been  surprised  at  the 
interest  shown  by  the  persons  concerned.  It  seems  that  a few  colonies 
of  bacteria  can  say  more  than  a thousand  words  in  demonstrating  poor 
food  handling  techniques.  Two  types  of  medium  are  used  at  present,  the 
plate  count  medium  which  will  grow  almost  all  types  of  bacteria  and 
the  McConkey  agar  medium  which  grows  basically  the  coliform 
bacteria  which  indicates  a lack  of  personal  hygiene.  The  results  of  the 
survey  are  as  follows: 


Number  of  premises  surveyed  29 

Number  of  premises  totally  satisfactory  4 

Number  of  premises  totally  unsatisfactory  2 
Total  number  of  plates  cultured  269 

Taken  Satis. 

Plate  count  agar  134  83 

McConkey  agar  135  83 


Unsat  is. 
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The  four  premises  which  gave  totally  satisfactory  results  were  all 
large  modern  well-maintained  and  well-managed  supermarkets  and 
department  stores.  The  totally  unsatisfactory  premises  were  both  cater- 
ing establishments.  In  premises  where  all  or  some  of  the  results  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  detailed  advice  was  given  to  the  manage- 
ment by  my  Inspectors  and  follow-up  samples  are  to  be  taken. 


Markets 

Basildon,  Pitsea  and  Wickford  Markets  continued  to  receive 
regular  attention  by  my  Inspectors  and  it  appears  that  the  knowledge 
that  an  Inspector  visits  each  Market  almost  every  day  usually  results 
in  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery 
Vehicles)  Regulations  1966,  without  any  major  problems. 

This  is  especially  true  at  Basildon  and  Pitsea  but  Wickford  Market 
still  presents  a problem.  However,  plans  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Council  for  the  new  Wickford  Market  and  discussions  took  place  during 
the  year  between  members  of  my  Department  and  the  architect  con- 
cerned regarding  the  arrangements  for  the  sale  of  food. 

The  number  of  foodstalls  operating  in  the  three  Markets  at  the 
end  of  1971  was  as  follows: 


Basildon 

15 

Pitsea 

13 

Wickford 

12 
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Prosecution  of  Offences 

Legal  proceedings  have  not  been  found  necessary  this  year  in  order 
to  enforce  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 
1970.  However,  one  Basildon  stallholder  was  fined  £5  for  a contraven- 
tion of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regu- 
lations 1966  and  a Billericay  shopkeeper  was  eventually  fined  £45  with 
£75  costs  for  six  contraventions  under  the  same  Regulations.  The  latter 
case  proved  rather  interesting  and  was  somewhat  contentious.  The 
greengrocer  concerned  erected  a stall  some  eight  feet  in  front  of  his 
shop  in  an  open  courtyard  and  proceeded  to  sell  fruit  and  vegetables 
from  it.  My  Inspector  argued  that  the  stall  then  came  within  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 
Regulations  1966  and  requested  that  it  be  made  to  comply  with  the 
Regulations.  In  spite  of  several  warnings,  the  shopkeeper  remained 
unconvinced  and  it  was  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in 
Billericay  Magistrates’  Court  where  the  defendant  was  found  guilty  on 
six  counts  and  fined  £90  with  £10  costs.  On  appeal  at  Chelmsford 
Quarter  Sessions,  the  conviction  was  upheld  but  the  fine  was  reduced  to 
£45.  However,  the  costs  were  increased  to  £75.  The  shopkeeper  in  ques- 
tion has  since  ceased  trading  in  the  District. 

A mobile  ice  cream  vendor  was  fined  £10  with  £10  costs  under 
Section  2 of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  1960  for  sounding  his  chimes 
after  7 p.m.  in  the  evening.  A shopkeeper  was  fined  £5  with  £5  costs  for 
selling  pork  sausages  with  a meat  content  of  only  58  per  cent  instead 
of  the  65  per  cent  required  by  the  Sausage  Roll  and  Other  Meat  Pro- 
ducts Regulations  1966. 


Registration  of  Premises  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955 

Thirty-five  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  the 
registration  of  premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  All  the 
applications  were  investigated  by  my  Inspectors  and  eventually 
approved.  In  addition,  nine  applications  were  made  under  the  same 
section  for  the  registration  of  premises  for  the  preparation  or  manufac- 
ture of  sausages  and  preserved  foods. 


Essex  County  Council  Act  1952 — Section  103 

All  mobile  food  hawkers  are  required  to  be  registered  with  the 
Local  Authority  and  72  new  applications  were  received  during  1971. 
Before  any  vehicle  is  registered,  a thorough  inspection  is  carried  out 
by  one  of  my  Inspectors.  Very  few  of  the  vehicles  are  found  to  comply 
with  all  the  Regulations  on  the  first  inspection  and  the  operator  then  has 
to  attend  to  the  defects  before  again  presenting  his  vehicle  for 
inspection. 

In  addition  to  the  initial  inspection  prior  to  registration  and  spot 
checks  throughout  the  year  of  vehicles  on  the  road,  every  registered 
food  hawker  is  subject  to  an  annual  inspection,  which  is  usually  carried 
out  in  April  or  May.  In  fact,  during  these  months,  quite  an  assortment 
of  ice  cream  vendors,  itinerant  greengrocers  and  mobile  fish  and  chip 
shops  can  be  seen  in  the  Department’s  car  park  awaiting  inspection. 
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Ice  Cream  Production  and  Sampling 

Wrapped  ice  cream  is  sold,  usually  from  confectioners  shops,  as  a 
hard  solid  block  which  is  wrapped  at  the  manufacturers  and  not  liable 
to  subsequent  contamination.  Open  or  soft  ice  cream  is  sold  from 
mobile  vendors  and  retail  shops  and  is  either  scooped  out  of  tins  into  a 
cone  or  dispensed  from  a special  machine  as  a very  soft  product.  Soft 
ice  cream  is  prone  to  contamination  by  unhygienic  handling  especially 
as  the  procedure  for  cleansing  and  sterilising  the  special  dispensing 
machine  calls  for  thoroughness  and  care. 

Our  programme  for  sampling  is  therefore  directed  principally 
to  the  control  of  open  ice  cream  and  special  attention  is  given  to  new 
mobile  ice  cream  vendors,  many  of  whom  are  inexperienced  in  the 
food  trade.  “Paired”  samples  are  taken  wherever  possible,  the  first 
sample  being  of  the  sterile  ice  cream  mix  as  delivered  to  the  vehicle 
by  the  manufacturer  and  the  second  sample  being  the  finished  ice  cream 
after  freezing  on  the  vehicle.  The  difference  in  grading  between  the 
mix  and  the  ice  cream  is  then  related  to  the  efficiency  of  the  cleansing 
operation. 

In  the  following  tables,  the  grades  of  ice  cream  referred  to  indicate 
the  bacteriological  activity  of  the  ice  cream.  Grades  1 and  2 are  con- 
sidered satisfactory  and  grades  3 and  4 are  unsatisfactory. 

Ice  Cream  Mix 


Grades 

Totals 

1 

2 

3 

4 

From  depots 

8 

1 

1 

— 

10 

From  shop  vendors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

From  mobile  vendors  ... 

84 

— 

1 

— 

85 

95 

Ice  Cream 

Grades 

Totals 

1 

2 

3 

4 

From  depots 

14 

— 

2 

— 

16 

From  shop  vendors 

108 

19 

13 

10 

150 

From  mobile  vendors 

... 

76 

13 

17 

8 

114 

280 

Paired  Samples  taken  from 

Mobiles 

using  a Sterile 

Cold 

Mix 

Mix  and  ice  cream  taken  together 

— 

80 

No.  of  unsatisfactory  mixes 

— 

Nil 

No.  of  satisfactory  mixes  followed  by 

an  unsatisfactory  ice  cream 

sample 

— 

22 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970 

I list  below  the  number  of  each  type  of  food  premises  in  the  Dis- 
trict. I also  include  this  year  the  minimum  number  of  routine  visits 
made  to  each  premises  in  a particular  class  during  the  year.  Sampling 
visits,  reinspections  to  check  work  carried  out  and  visits  to  condemn 
foodstuffs  usually  result  in  this  minimum  number  being  exceeded  for 
each  premises. 
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Type  of  Food  Premises 

No.  of  premises 

No.  of  visits 
made  to  each 
premises  during 
the  year 

Licensed  premises  (clubs) 

15 

2 

Licensed  premises  (public  houses) 

39 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

56 

4 

School  canteens 

74 

3 

Factory  canteens 

66 

4 

Other  canteens 

23 

4 

Butchers 

42 

3 

Greengrocers 

33 

2 

Off  Licences 

17 

1 

Supermarkets 

36 

3 

Confectioners 

66 

1 

Wet  and  fried  fishmongers 

10 

3 

Bakers 

16 

2 

Food  factories 

11 

12 

Grocers 

69 

2 

Outside  caterers 

5 

1 

Contraventions 

The  summary  of  contraventions  found  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  1970  which  were  serious  enough  to  warrant  a 
written  notice  is  as  follows: 


Access  cover,  provision  of ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  of  refuse — removal  of  ...  ...  ...  2 

Artificial  lighting — provision  of,  overhauling  of  ...  ■ ...  4 

Channels — cleanse  or  repair  ...  4 

Cleaning  brushes— provide  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cleansing — general ...  11 

Cleansing — walls,  floors,  ceilings,  doors  ...  66 

Display  cabinet — provide 1 

Dustbins  and  lids,  provide,  resite ...  ...  15 

Extractor  fans — provision  of,  cleanse,  repair,  replace  ...  49 

First  aid  kits — provide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fittings  and  fixtures — cleanse,  renew  ...  8 

Flies  and  birds — precautions  and  screens  ...  ...  3 

Floors  and  floor  covering — defective,  cleanse  ...  ...  27 

Food — protection  13 

Hand  wash  basin— repair,  renew,  provide  ...  ...  9 

Hot  water — provide 9 

Incinerator — provide  1 

Lockers  for  clothing — provide  10 

No  smoking  regulations 2 

Personal  hygiene — contravention  ...  ...  2 

Redecorations  66 

Refrigerator,  cleanse  ...  8 

repair  14 

provide  3 

resite 3 

Refuse  disposal — adequate  provision  5 
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Repairs — general  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Repairs— doors,  walls,  pipes  and  windows  ...  ...  24 

Rotation  of  stock — investigate  ...  1 

Roof /guttering — repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Salt  bins — provision  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  fittings — renew,  cleanse ...  ...  5 

School  kitchen — specimen  meals — lack  of  ...  ...  2 

Shelves — cleanse  or  resurface  ...  18 

Sinks  and  miscellaneous  equipment — remove  ...  ...  3 

Sinks — renew  or  provide,  replacement ...  28 

Soap,  towel,  nailbrush — provide  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Sterilising  unit — provide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Storage  in  room  containing  w.c.  ...  ...  2 

Storage  and  storeroom  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tiles — renew  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Unhygienic  equipment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ventilation — provide  adequate  ...  9 

Walls  and  ceilings — provide  washable  surface  ...  ...  10 

Washable  bins  for  refuse — provide  ...  ...  ...  5 

Wash  hands  notice — provide,  afix  in  position  ...  ...  3 

W.C. — cleanse  or  repair,  decorate  ...  ...  ...  32 

W.C. — provide  closers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Worktops — cover  with  washable  surface,  repair,  replace  30 
Yard — cleanse  or  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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It  is  estimated  that  verbal  warnings  concerning  minor  defects 
totalled  at  least  twice  the  above. 

Bacteriological  Sampling  of  Cooked  Meats  and  Creams 

It  has  been  felt  for  some  time  that  the  bacteriological  sampling  of 
open  foods  which  are  suitable  media  for  the  growth  of  bacteria  is  an 
excellent  method  of  analysing  the  handling  and  storage  techniques  of 
the  shop  assistants.  Consequently,  to  assist  the  Department’s  investiga- 
tions into  food  handling,  the  number  of  cooked  meats  and  ice  cream 
samples  taken  during  the  year  was  increased  by  over  50  per  cent.  In 
addition,  a far  greater  number  of  retail  outlets  was  sampled  as  the 
small  corner  grocers  shops  serving  perhaps  only  cut  ham  were  given 
this  kind  of  attention  for  the  first  time. 

Unfortunately,  the  proportion  of  unsatisfactory  samples  also  in- 
creased by  over  50  per  cent,  indicating  that  much  education  remains  to 
be  done  in  this  field.  The  results  were  as  follows: 

Samples  No.  considered 

Food  sampled  Taken  No.  of  outlets  Unsatisfactory 
Cooked  meats  101  42  46 

Cream  products  56  14  22 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963 

January  1st,  1971  was  the  commencement  of  a new  quinquennium 
in  relation  to  the  above  Regulations  and  all  108  premises  selling  pre- 
packed milk  under  special  designation  in  the  District  had  to  apply  for 
re-licensing.  All  the  premises  were  already  subject  to  regular  inspections 
and  all  the  licenses  were  subsequently  issued. 
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Milk  Sampling 

Bacteriological  samples  of  milk  of  all  grades  and  in  all  types  of 
container  were  taken  during  the  year  throughout  the  District.  The 
results  were  generally  satisfactory  and  are  detailed  below: 


No. 

No. 

No. 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised 

82 

80 

2 

Pasteurised  (Homogenised) 

45 

45 

— 

Channel  Island  (Pasteurised) 

25 

24 

1 

Sterilised  

16 

16 

— 

Ultra  Heat  Treated 

13 

13 

— 

181 

178 

3 

In  addition  to  the  above  samples  of  heat  treated  milk,  27  samples 
of  raw  milk  were  taken  direct  from  farms  in  the  District  following 
morning  milking.  These  samples  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  anti- 
biotics and  brucella  abortus.  The  presence  of  antibiotics  in  milk  at 
first  sight  would  appear  to  present  no  hazard  to  the  consumer  but  some 
persons  are  allergic  to  antibiotics  and  in  any  case  repeated  doses  of 
a particular  antibiotic  tend  to  build  up  a resistance  to  its  future  use. 
Brucella  abortus  causes  brucellosis  in  cattle  and  undulant  fever  in 
man,  which  is  an  unpleasant  disease  and  difficult  to  cure.  No  antibio- 
tics were  found  in  the  samples  taken  but  three  samples  were  found  to 
contain  brucella  abortus.  As  the  organism  is  destroyed  by  pasteurisa- 
tion, there  is  no  threat  to  the  consumer  but  the  farmers  concerned  often 
drink  the  raw  milk  and  they  were  strongly  advised  against  this  practice. 

Churn  and  Bottle  Rinsings 

The  large  processing  dairy  in  Basildon  dealt  with  5,687,431  gallons 
of  milk  during  the  year. 

Extensive  rebuilding  works  are  being  carried  out  at  the  dairy  and 
the  new  bottling  lines  are  expected  to  commence  operations  within 
12  months.  The  output  of  the  dairy  will  then  be  doubled. 

The  laboratory  results  of  the  milk  churn  rinsings  and  bottles  taken 


from  the  dairy  during  the  year 

were  as 

follows: 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Churns  ...  

138 

129 

9 

Bottles  

130 

130 

— 

No  unsatisfactory  results  at  all  were  obtained  from  the  bottle 
washing  equipment  and  the  nine  unsatisfactory  churn  washings  were  a 
great  improvement  on  the  23  recorded  in  1970.  This  improvement  in 
the  churn  washing  technique  is  a continuation  of  the  improvement  at 
the  end  of  1970  following  the  adjustments  to  the  water  jet  directions 
in  the  washer  and  the  use  of  improved  sterilising  agents. 

Departmental  Testing  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Simple  chemical  tests  are  carried  out  on  certain  foodstuffs  in  the 
Department’s  laboratory  by  pupil  public  health  inspectors.  The  pro- 
cedure not  only  assists  the  pupils  to  understand  some  of  the  complex 
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laws  relating  to  the  composition  of  foodstuffs,  but  enables  a range  of 
foods  to  be  tested  quickly  and  economically.  If  any  of  the  samples  are 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  a confirmatory  sample  is  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  before  the  matter  is  taken  up  with  the  manufacturer. 
The  results  of  the  analyses  carried  out  were  as  follows: 


No. 

No. 

No. 

Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  

4 

4 

— 

Cream  

35 

34 

1 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Evaporated  Milk 

3 

3 

— 

Butter  

25 

23 

2 

Cheeses  

44 

42 

2 

Yoghurt  ...  

2 

2 

— 

Fish  (smoked  and  dyed)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Totals: 

116 

111 

5 

Meal  products 

Steak  and  kidney  pie 

3 

3 

— 

Cornish  pastie 

3 

3 

— 

Pork  Pie 

4 

4 

— 

Beef  Pie 

1 

1 

— 

Totals: 

11 

1 1 

— 

Spirits 

Brandy 

3 

3 

— 

Whisky 

6 

6 

— 

Rum 

4 

4 

— 

Gin 

4 

4 

— 

Totals 

17 

17 



Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs 

During  1971,  two  hundred  and  thirty  samples  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst,  nine  of  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The 
following  table  lists  the  samples  taken: 


Articles  Sampled 
Beverages 

„ Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Malted  Milk 

1 

— 

Instant  rose  hip  tea 

1 

— 

Instant  peppermint  tea  ... 

2 

— 

Coffeetime  Special 

1 

— 

Top-shake  (raspberry) 

1 

— 

Nectar  tea 

1 

— 

Lemon  tea  drink 

1 

— 

French  coffee 

1 

— 

Tea  

1 

— 

Coffee  

1 

— 
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Articles  sampled — cont. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Biscuits 

Curry  biscuits  ...  

1 

Coffee  creams  ... 

1 

— 

Bread 

High  Protein  white  bread 

1 

White  bread 

1 

— 

Cakes,  Puddings 

Apple  crumble  

1 

Apple  and  sponge  pudding  mix  ... 

1 

— 

Apple  and  Raspberry  crumble  ... 

1 

— 

Pease  pudding  ...  

1 

— 

Creamed  sago  milk  pudding 

1 

— 

Creamed  rice  milk  pudding 

1 

— 

Rice  pudding 

1 

— 

Sponge  pudding 

1 

— 

Cereals 

Egg  Vermicelli 

1 

Pop  corn 

1 

— 

Mixed  cereal 

1 

— 

Spaghetti  in  tomato  and  cheese 
sauce 

1 

Tastees  (cheese  and  onion  flavour) 
Tastees  (bacon  flavour) 

1 

2 

Cheese 

Full  fat  soft  cheese 

2 

Full  fat  processed  cheese  ... 

1 

— 

Swiss  gruyere  cheese 

1 

— 

Smoked  medium  fat  processed 

1 

— 

cheese 

Windsor  red  cheese 

1 

Cheese  and  smoked  salmon 

1 

— 

Condiments,  pickles,  sauces  and 

spices 

Apple  sauce 

1 



Coleslaw 

1 

— 

Pickling  spice 

1 

— 

Mayonnaise 

1 

— 

Spaghetti  sauce 

1 

— 

Pickled  gerkins  ...  

1 

— 

Pickled  onions  

1 

— 

Pickled  eggs  

1 

— 

Wine  vinegar 

1 

— 

Tomato  ketchup  and  chopped 
onion 

1 



Spicy  sauce 

1 

— 

Madeira  wine  sauce 

1 

— 

Cocktail  sauce  

1 

— 

Tomato  chutney 

1 

— 

Confectionery 

Swiss  herb  candy 

1 
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Articles  sampled — corn. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Sugared  strands  

1 

— 

Argentees  

1 

— 

Lemon  flavour  cake  covering 

I 

— 

Mimosa  cake  decorations 

1 

— 

Almond  marzipan 

Milk  chocolate  flavoured  cake 

1 

— 

covering  

1 

— 

Diet  bar  plain  chocolate 

Demerera  sugar  with  low  calorie 

1 

— 

sweetening 

1 

— 

Sweet  red  laces  

1 

— 

Fruitarian  vitanut  special 

1 

— 

Scotchoc  

Cordials,  fruit  juices,  etc. 

1 

— 

Real  lemon  juice  ... 

Grape  barley  water  with  added 

1 

— 

glucose 

1 

— 

Tomato  juice  ...  

2 

— 

Blackcurrant  health  drink 

4 

— 

Orange  drink 

1 

— 

Cream  soda 

1 

— 

Lemon  juice  

1 

— 

Lemon  squash 

1 

— 

Pure  apple  juice  ... 

1 

— 

Orange  drink  with  Vitamin  C ... 

1 

— 

Pure  orange  juice 

3 

— 

Peppermint  cordial  

1 

— 

Low-calorie  Indian  tonic  water  ... 

1 

— 

Coola  ...  ...  

1 

— 

Tangerine  squash 

Fats  and  Oils 

1 

— 

Margarine 

3 

— 

Butter  

2 

— 

Pure  olive  oil 

1 

— 

Soft  margarine  ...  

Fish  etc. 

1 

Shrimps  

1 

— 

Cod  roes 

1 

— 

Tuna  steak  in  oil 

1 

— 

Fillets  of  Anchovies  

1 

— 

Mackerel  in  natural  oil  ... 

1 

— 

Herring  fillets  in  horseradish  sauce 
Herring  fillets  in  beer  flavoured 

1 

— 

sauce  ...  

Herring  fillets  in  Bordeaux  wine 

1 

sauce  

Flavourings,  seasonings 

1 

Curry  powder  

2 

— 

Seasoning  

1 

— 

Mustard  

1 

— 

Onion  and  mushroom  stuffing  mix 

1 

— 
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Articles  sampled — cont. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Chicken  stock  cubes  

1 

Celery  flakes  

Flour,  raising  agents  etc. 

1 

— 

Batter  mix  

1 

— 

Compound  yeast  extract 

Fruit 

1 

— 

White  grapes  in  syrup  

1 

— 

Grapefruit  segments  in  syrup 

1 

— 

Peeled  plum  tomatoes  

2 

— 

Stewed  apples  

1 

— 

Water  chestnuts  

1 

— 

Fruit  salad  in  heavy  syrup 

1 

— 

Marella  cherries 

1 

— 

Dried  bananas  

1 

— 

Rhubarb  

1 

— 

Fruit  cocktail  

1 

— 

Apricots  

1 

— 

Concentrated  tomato  paste 

1 

— 

Mixed  fruit  

1 

— 

Apple  and  blackberry  pie  filling 
Ice  Cream 

1 

— 

Dairy  ice  cream  mix  

Jellies 

2 

— 

Gelatine  

1 

— 

Quick  set  table  jelly  

Meat  products 

1 

— 

Pork  pie  

4 

— 

Steak  and  Kidney  pie  

12 

1 

Chicken  and  mushroom  pie 

2 

— 

Beef  pie  

1 

— 

Meat  and  vegetable  pie 

1 

— 

Cornish  pastie  

3 

— 

Sausage  rolls  

1 

— 

Steak  and  kidney  pudding 

1 

— 

Pork  sausages  

4 

1 

Pork  and  beef  sausages 

2 

— 

Beef  sausages  

2 

— 

Irish  recipe  sausages 

1 

— 

Pork  luncheon  meat  

1 

— 

Pork  sausage  meat  

1 

— 

Chopped  pork  

1 

— 

Saveloys  

1 

— 

Black  pudding  

1 

— 

Liver  sausage  

1 

— 

Liver  and  bacon  sausage 

1 

— 

Hot  dog  sausages  in  brine 

1 

— 

Stewed  steak  with  gravy 

2 

— 

Casserole  meat  with  gravy 

1 

— 

Beef  mince  with  onions  and  gravy 

1 

— 

Minced  beef  

1 

— 
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Articles  sampled — cont. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Corned  beef  with  cereal 

1 

Beefburgers  with  onion  ... 

1 

— 

Steakettes  

1 

— 

Chopped  chicken  in  chicken  jelly 

1 

— 

Curry 

1 

— 

Canelloni  ...  

1 

— 

Milk  and  cream  etc. 

Pasteurised  milk  ... 

1 

Full  cream  evaporated  milk 

1 

1 

Devon  custard 

— 

1 

Double  cream 

1 

— 

Pastes  and  spreads 

Chocolate  and  nut  spread 

2 

Anchovy  paste 

1 

— 

Russian  antipasto 

1 

— 

Game  pate 

1 

— 

Liverwurst  spread  

1 

— 

Vegetable  pate 

1 

— 

Oven  baked  pate  (pork  and  pork 

1 

— 

liver)  

1 

— 

Preserves 

Black  cherry  preserve 

1 

Blackberry  preserve 

1 

— 

Raspberry  jam 

1 

— 

Blackcurrant  jam 

1 

— 

Soups 

Tomato  soup 

I 

Cream  of  chicken  soup  ... 

1 

— 

Sundries 

‘Krusty  Krums’ 

1 

Strawberry  dessert 

1 

— 

Essence  of  rennet 

1 

— 

Appletree  dessert 

1 

1 

Instant  whip 

1 

— 

Slippery  elm  food  — malted 

1 

— 

Instant  non-seasoned  meat 
tenderiser 

1 

Mousse  dessert  mix 

1 

— 

High  protein  baby  food 

1 

— 

Caramel  top  dessert 

1 

— 

Short  pastry  mix  ... 

1 

— 

Liquid  fruit  pectin 

1 

— 

Vegetables 

Instant  mashed  potato  

1 

Potato  crisps  ...  

2 

— 

Broad  beans 

1 

— 

Quick  dried  mixed  vegetables  ... 

1 

— 

Wines,  spirits  and  beer 

Vin  rose 

1 
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Articles  sampled — cont. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Light  red  wine  

1 

— 

Tonic  wine  

1 

— 

Volnay  wine  

1 

— 

Wine  cocktail  

1 

— 

Pimms  No.  1 

1 

— 

Whisky  

2 

— 

Gin  

— 

1 

Rum  

— 

1 

Draught  double  diamond 

1 

— 

Non-genuine  samples 

The  action  taken  in  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples  is  set  out 
below: 


Appletree  Dessert 

This  sample  of  an  apple  based  instant  dessert  mixture  contained 
380  ppm  sulphur  dioxide.  Although  this  is  a permitted  preservative 
and  the  quantity  is  within  the  prescribed  limit,  the  labelling  of  Food 
Order  1953  requires  that  a compound  article  of  this  nature  shall  carry 
a list  showing  all  the  ingredients  used  in  its  preparation.  The  presence 
of  the  item  Sulphur  Dioxide  was  not  indicated  in  the  list  of  ingredients, 
contrary  to  the  requirements  of  the  above  order.  The  manufacturers 
were  informed  of  the  contravention  and  have  amended  the  labelling 
of  this  product  accordingly. 

Full  Cream  Evaporated  Milk 

This  sample  complied  with  the  requirements  as  to  its  composition 
laid  down  in  the  Condensed  Milk  Regulations  1969,  and  the  contents 
of  the  can  were  equivalent  to  ll  pints  of  Full  Cream  Milk  as  stated  on 
the  label. 

The  above  Regulations  require  that  condensed  milk  shall  carry  a 
statement  in  a prescribed  form  and  in  type  not  less  than  V'  in  height. 

The  statement  on  the  can  containing  this  sample  was  not  in  the 
prescribed  form  in  that  it  was  not  surrounded  by  a solid  line  as  pre- 
scribed in  the  Regulations  and  part  of  the  statement  was  in  type  of 
only  tV"  in  height. 

The  manufacturers  of  this  product  have  advised  their  printer  of 
the  error  and  the  revised  label  is  now  in  use. 

Pork  Sausages 

In  1970,  an  Informal  sample  of  pork  sausages  was  taken  from  a 
butcher  who  manufactures  this  product  himself.  The  analysis  showed 
that  the  meat  content  of  the  sausages  was  59  per  cent. 

The  Sausage  and  Other  Meat  Products  Regulations  1967  require 
that  pork  sausages  shall  have  a meat  content  of  not  less  than  65  per  cent. 

A warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  vendor  regarding  the  deficiency 
of  his  product  and  informing  him  that  further  samples  would  be  taken. 

In  January  1971,  a Formal  sample  of  pork  sausages  was  taken  from 
the  same  vendor.  The  meat  content  of  these  sausages  was  found  to  be 
only  58  per  cent. 
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In  view  of  the  circumstances  the  Council  considered  legal  action 
to  be  necessary  and  at  Billericay  Magistrates’  Court  the  defendant  was 
found  guilty  and  was  fined  £5  with  £5  costs. 

Devon  Custard 

In  the  Analyst’s  opinion  the  labelling  on  the  can  was  misleading. 
The  details  of  his  findings  were  submitted  to  the  manufacturer  who 
suspended  production  of  the  custard  until  amended  labels  were  avail- 
able for  use. 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 

A steak  and  kidney  pie  weighing  6.5  oz.  was  sampled  informally 
and  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  examination. 

The  analysis  showed  that  the  meat  content  of  this  product  weighed 
0.7  oz. 

The  Meat  Pie  and  Sausage  Roll  Regulations  1967  require  that  a 
Meat  Pie  weighing  between  5i  oz.  and  7 oz.  shall  have  a meat  content 
of  not  less  than  1.5  oz.  This  pie  therefore  contained  less  than  half  the 
prescribed  amount  of  meat. 

The  manufacturers  felt  that  this  discrepancy  was  due  to  a fault  in 
the  automatic  filler,  which  has  subsequently  been  stripped  down  and 
thoroughly  inspected  by  their  maintenance  engineer. 

They  were  of  the  opinion  that  this  was  an  isolated  incident,  and 
have  issued  strict  instructions  to  their  production  staff  to  keep  a more 
vigilant  check  on  the  filling  apparatus. 

Follow  up  formal  samples  of  this  company’s  products  are  to  be 
taken  in  the  near  future. 

Spirits 

Two  of  the  formal  samples  of  spirits  that  were  taken  during  the 
year  were  found  by  the  Analyst  to  contain  less  proof  spirit  than  the 
label  indicated,  i.e.  70  per  cent. 

The  first  of  these,  a sample  of  rum,  was  found  to  contain  69.3  per 
cent  proof  spirit.  The  sample  therefore  consisted  of  99  per  cent  rum  @ 70 
per  cent  proof  spirit,  and  1 per  cent  water. 

The  only  explanation  that  the  vendor  could  offer  was  that  the 
optic  from  which  the  rum  was  dispensed  had  just  been  washed,  and  it 
may  have  contained  a very  small  quantity  of  water.  He  gave  an  assur- 
ance that  greater  care  would  be  paid  in  future  to  the  complete  drying 
of  the  dispensers  after  washing. 

A sample  of  gin  was  found  to  contain  69.3  per  cent  proof  spirit. 
This  sample  consisted  of  99  per  cent  gin  @ 70  per  cent  proof  spirit  and  1 
per  cent  water.  Unfortunately  investigations  failed  to  reveal  a satisfactory 
explanation  for  this  small  discrepancy. 

“Tastees” 

Samples  of  two  different  flavours  of  this  product  were  taken  from 
the  manufacturers  for  analysis.  The  Public  Analyst  commented 
adversely  regarding  the  labelling  on  each  sample,  but  the  provisions  of 
the  Labelling  of  Food  Order  1953  do  not  apply  to  products  solely  for 
export.  A written  assurance  has  been  obtained  from  the  manufacturers 
confirming  that  their  entire  output  is  intended  to  be  exported. 
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Food  Complaints 

One  hundred  and  ninety-nine  food  complaints  were  received  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  highest  annual  total  ever  received  by  the  Department. 

In  71  of  these  cases,  the  complaint  was  either  not  substantiated  or 
the  subsequent  investigations  proved  inconclusive  and  the  cases  were 
closed  informally.  In  many  of  these  cases,  however,  the  manufacturer 
or  retailer  was  still  willing  to  provide  replacement  foods  to  the  com- 
plainant. 

One  hundred  and  ten  cases  resulted  in  warning  letters  being  sent  to 
the  manufacturer  or  retailer  concerned  pointing  out  improvements  in 
the  manufacture,  handling,  packing  and  storage  of  food  stuffs  which 
could  prevent  similar  complaints  recurring  in  the  future.  In  cases  of 
gross  negligence,  the  sale  of  dangerous  foodstuffs  or  repeated  cases  of 
a less  serious  nature,  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  either 
the  manufacturer  or  retailer.  There  were  19  prosecutions  in  1971,  all 
of  which  were  successful.  Fines  and  costs  totalled  £523. 

There  were  seventy  cases  involving  the  presence  of  foreign  objects 
including  metal,  glass,  wood,  cigarette  ends,  oil,  grease,  insects  and 
rodent  excreta.  Two  foreign  objects,  the  largest  ever  recorded  by  the 
Department,  were  two  pieces  of  metal,  9"  and  7"  long  respectively 
joined  by  a metal  bolt,  apparently  a piece  of  machinery.  They  were 
found  in  a 56  lb.  bag  of  milk  powder  but  the  manufacturers  were 
unable  to  explain  their  origin.  However  since  the  milk  powder  had 
been  manufactured  in  a foreign  country  and  outside  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  English  Courts  no  legal  proceedings  could  be  instituted. 

Mould  was  again  a common  cause  of  complaint  indicating  gen- 
erally overlong  or  improper  storage  conditions  or  poor  stock  rotation 
on  the  part  of  the  distributor  or  retailer.  However,  in  some  cases 
involving  mouldy  cheese,  the  seal  on  the  foil  or  polythene  pack  is  not 
always  properly  closed  and  air  is  admitted  along  with  mould  spores. 
The  recognised  shelf  life  of  these  types  of  cheese  packs  is  normally 
four  to  six  months  but  cheese  in  an  improperly  sealed  pack  is  liable 
to  become  mouldy  within  a couple  of  weeks. 


Food  Complaints  Referred  to  the  Public  Analyst 


Nature 

of  Complaint  Analyst’s  Report  Action  Taken 


Foreign 
matter 
in  sugar 


Examination  showed  that  the  pellets  No  further 
consisted  of  aggregates  of  unrefined  action, 
sugar. 


Mouldy 

frankfurters 


This  sample  consisted  of  an  opened  Warning 
7j  oz.  plastic  pack  containing  eight  letters  to 
frankfurter  sausages.  Two  of  the  manufacturer 
sausages  each  showed  a small  dark  and  retailer, 
green  area  at  one  end.  Microscopical 
examination  showed  both  green  areas 
to  consist  of  mould  growth. 
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Nature 
of  Complaint 

Mouldy 
cheese  spread 
with  tomato 


Foreign 
object  in 
cockles 


Foreign 
object  in 
loaf 


Jar  of 

cream  — sold 
after  expiry 
date 


Unsatis- 
factory tin  of 
meat  balls 


Foreign 
object  in 
loaf 


Analyst's  Report 

This  sample  consisted  of  an  opened 
3i  oz.  plastic  carton  containing  cheese 
spread.  A number  of  small  masses  of 
dark  greyish  curd-like  matter  was 
embedded  in  the  cheese  spread. 

This  sample  consisted  of  an  opened 
5 oz.  can  of  cockles  part  of  the  liquor 
had  leaked  out  of  the  jar  when  re- 
ceived, but  examination  showed  that  it 
included  the  head  and  thorax  of  an 
insect.  Upon  removal  the  insect  re- 
mains were  identified  as  being  part  of 
the  common  blowfly. 

A cylindrical  black  pellet  approxi- 
mately 3 mm.  long  was  embedded  in 
the  crust  in  the  bottom  of  the  loaf 
near  to  the  cut  end  and  three  similar 
pellets  were  embedded  in  the  bottom 
crust  in  one  of  the  slices  and  one 
pellet  in  a similar  position  in  the  other. 
All  five  pellets  were  identified  as 
rodent  excreta,  and  as  a result  of  my 
tests  I am  of  the  opinion  that  they 
were  baked  in  the  crust. 


It  contained  the  following  substance 
in  proportion  as  under:  Butterfat  — 
54.3%  and  that  it  consisted  of  a double 
cream  showing  no  evidence  of  sour- 
ing or  deterioration. 


This  sample  consisted  of  the  remains 
of  an  opened  can  of  Meat  balls  sub- 
mitted following  a complaint  alleging 
the  break-down  of  the  lining  of  the 
can.  My  examination  showed  some 
deterioration  of  the  lacquer  on  the  in- 
side of  the  can,  but  analysis  of  the 
Meat  balls  showed  no  evidence  of  any 
significant  uptake  of  tin  by  the  con- 
tents of  the  can. 


My  examination  showed  that  the 
blackish  matter  consisted  of  miscel- 
laneous vegetable  tissue  including 
fragments  of  poppy  seed. 


Action  Taken 

Warning 
letter  to 
manufacturer. 


Warning 
letter  to 
manufacturer. 


Legal  action. 
Bakery  fined 
£25  plus  £5 
costs,  under 
Section  8(1) 
(a)  of  the 
Food  and 
Drugs  Act 
1955. 


Warning 

letter  to 

vendor 

concerning 

stock 

rotation. 

Case  closed 
informally. 
Tins  with- 
drawn from 
sale. 


Warning 
letter  to 
manufacturer. 
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Nature 
of  Complaint 

Unsound 
Ultra  Heat 
Treated  Milk 


Foreign 
substance  in 
chopped  ham 
loaf 


Foreign 
object  in 
luncheon 
meat 


Unsound  tin 
of  fruit  salad 


Foreign 
object  in 
loaf 


Analyst’s  Report 

I have  examined  the  milk  and  find 
that  souring  has  commenced  due  to 
the  presence  of  micro  organisms.  I 
find  no  evidence  of  any  foreign  con- 
tamination in  the  milk  and  I am  un- 
able to  state  whether  the  milk  com- 
menced to  go  sour  before  or  after  the 
carton  was  opened. 


My  examination  of  the  sample  showed 
the  presence  of  a very  small  spot  of 
green  foreign  matter  near  one  end. 
This  green  spot  was  found  to  be  due 
to  the  presence  of  a trace  of  greenish 
colouring  matter.  No  evidence  of 
mould  growth,  metallic  contamination 
or  foreign  vegetable  matter  was 
obtained. 


This  sample  consisted  of  a 12  oz.  can 
of  luncheon  meat,  one  slice  had  been 
cut  from  the  contents  and  replaced  in 
the  can.  A blackish  body  approxi- 
mately i\"  in  diameter  was  embedded 
in  the  cut  surface  of  the  slice.  The 
blackish  body  was  found  to  consist  of 
a bundle  of  animal  bristles. 


This  sample  consisted  of  the  remains 
of  an  opened  1 lb.  14  oz.  can  of  fruit 
salad  in  heavy  syrup.  It  was  submitted 
following  a complaint  that  it  had  an 
oily  taste  and  smell.  My  examination 
confirmed  the  complaint  and  analysis 
showed  that  the  sample  was  contam- 
inated with  a minute  trace  of  oily  mat- 
ter, insufficient  in  amount  to  allow  any 
determination  of  its  identity. 


Examination  of  the  slices  showed  that 
one  partly  buttered  slice  contained  a 
blackish  pellet  approximately  tV"  long 
embedded  in  the  centre  of  the  slice. 
Two  other  buttered  slices  showed 
streaks  of  dark  discolouration  in  the 
crumb.  Microscopical  examination 
showed  that  the  blackish  pellet  and 
the  discolouration  consisted  of  charred 
fragments  of  dough. 


Action  Taken 

Complaint 
not  sub- 
stantiated. 
Letter  to 
complainant. 


No  further 
action. 


Warning 
letter  to 
manufacturer. 


Warning 
letter  to 
Importers. 


Warning 
letter  to 
manu- 
facturers. 
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Nature 
of  Complaint 


Mouldy 

English 

Cheddar 

Cheese 


Foreign 
object  in 
frozen  peas 


Foreign 
object  in  loaf 
of  bread 


Unsatis- 

factory 

Brussels 

sprouts 


Unpleasant 
taste  in 
fruit  squash 


Analyst’s  Report 


This  sample  consisted  of  a portion  of 
approximately  1 lb.  of  hard  cheese. 
The  cheese  showed  a greyish  green 
area  measuring  approximately  i"  x i" 
on  one  side.  Microscopical  examina- 
tion showed  that  the  greyish  green 
area  consisted  of  a slight  mould 
growth. 


This  sample  consisted  of  a small  cylin- 
drical body  which  I understand  was 
alleged  to  have  been  found  in  a packet 
of  frozen  peas.  My  examination 
showed  that  it  consisted  of  a number 
of  fragments  of  vegetable  tissue  of  the 
nature  of  sepals. 


This  sample  consisted  of  a slice  of 
white  bread  approximately  li  inches 
square.  Also  submitted  with  the  frag- 
ment of  bread  was  the  body  of  a house 
fly  in  a shrivelled  condition.  My  exam- 
ination showed  that  the  house  fly  had 
been  heated  and  its  condition  was 
compatible  with  it  having  been  baked 
in  the  bread. 


This  sample  was  submitted  following 
a complaint  that  the  sprouts  had  an 
unpleasant  flavour  when  cooked.  My 
examination  showed  that  the  sprouts 
had  a somewhat  strong  flavour,  but 
analysis  showed  that  they  were  free 
from  harmful  contamination  includ- 
ing contamination  with  pesticide  resi- 
dues. 


This  sample  was  submitted  following 
a complaint  that  it  had  an  unpleasant 
taste.  My  examination  confirmed  that 
the  sample  had  a somewhat  stronger 
flavour  than  is  normal.  This  was  partly 
due  to  the  use  of  whole  fruit  including 
peel,  in  the  preparation  of  the  drink, 
and  partly  to  oxidation  of  the  flavour- 
ing oils. 


Action  Taken 


Warning 
letter  to 
vendor. 


No  further 
action. 

Letter  to 
complainant. 


Legal 

proceedings 

against 

manufacturer. 
Fine  £5  plus 
£5  costs. 


Complaint 
not  sub- 
stantiated. 
No  further 
action. 

Letter  to 
complainant. 


Case  closed 
informally. 
Explanatory 
letter  to 
manufacturer. 
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Nature 
of  Complaint 


Analyst’s  Report 


Action  Taken 


Unsatis-  This  bread  was  submited  following  a No  further 

factory  bread  complaint  that  it  had  a taste  of  soda,  action. 

I have  examined  the  bread  and  find  no 
evidence  of  any  harmful  ingredient.  In 
my  opinion  the  bread  had  a normal 
flavour. 


Hair  in  tin 
of  peas 


Foreign 
matter  in 
meat  pie 


This  sample  consisted  of  an  opened  Warning 

can  of  peas  and  a length  of  pale  brown  letter  to 

fibrous  matter  approximately  6"  long,  manufacturer. 

I understand  that  the  fibrous  matter 

was  found  in  the  can  of  peas;  the 

fibrous  matter  was  identified  as  a 

length  of  unravelled  coarse  string. 


This  sample  consisted  of  a fragment 
of  a meat  pie  broken  in  numerous 
fragments.  Separately  submitted  were 
a few  charred  pasty  crumbs  associated 
with  a number  of  short  fibres.  One  of 
the  fibres  was  embedded  in  the  small 
crumb  of  pastry.  Examination  of  the 
main  part  of  the  pie  showed  three 
further  similar  fibres  adhering  to  the 
pastry.  Examination  of  all  the  fibres 
showed  that  they  consisted  of  human 
hairs. 


Legal 

proceedings 
manufacturer 
fined  £20  plus 
£10  costs. 


Food  Complaints  Where  Analysis  Was  Not  Required 


Nature  of  Complaint  Action 


Unsatisfactory  nature  of  milk 
Unsound  tube  of  tomato  paste 


Steak  and  kidney  pie  alleged 
to  be  unsound 

Unsound  butter 


Foreign  object  in  jar  of 
marmalade 


Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Warning  letter  to  Importers.  Request- 
ed to  investigate  possibility  of  provid- 
ing a more  durable  outer  container. 

Not  able  to  substantiate.  Case  closed 
informally. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer,  requesting 
improved  stock  rotation  of  perishable 
products. 

Warning  letter  to  supplier  to  improve 
fly  control  measures  in  production 
areas. 


Frozen  chicken  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Foreign  object  in  cod  fillet 
Meat  alleged  to  be  unsound 


Not  able  to  substantiate.  Case  closed 
informally. 

Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Not  able  to  substantiate.  Case  closed 
informally. 
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Nature  of  Complaint  Action 


Foreign  objects  in  fish 

Alleged  misdescription  of  fried 
fish 

Unsound  cake 

Foreign  object  in  packet  of 
stuffing 

Foreign  matter  in  corned  beef 

Foreign  matter  in  tin  of  meat 

Instant  baby  food  out-of-date 
code 

Foreign  object  in  butter 


Unsatisfactory  meat 
Mouldy  cheese 
Mouldy  cheese 

Foreign  object  in  school  milk 

Foreign  object  in  school  milk 

Sub-standard  butter 
Foreign  objects  in  winkles 
Unsound  cheese  spread 
Foreign  object  in  bread  roll 


Dirty  milk  bottle 


Foreign  object  in  butter 

Unsound  neck  of  lamb. 

Tin  of  baby  food  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Fly  in  loaf  of  bread 
Foreign  object  in  cake 


Foreign  object  in  steak  and 
kidney  pie 


Complaint  not  substantiated. 
Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Evidence  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
further  action. 

Evidence  inconclusive  — complaint 
withdrawn. 

Found  to  be  lymphatic  gland  tissue. 
Letter  to  importers. 

Identified  as  a piece  of  oxhide.  Warn- 
ing letter  to  importers. 

Letter  to  retailer  requesting  increased 
attention  to  stock  rotation. 

Identified  as  vegetable  parchment 
paper.  Warning  letter  to  manufac- 
turer. 

Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Due  to  faulty  seal  to  packet.  Warning 
letter  to  manufacturer. 

Identified  as  used  drinking  straw. 
Warning  letter  to  Dairy. 

Insufficient  evidence  to  allow  further 
action. 

Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Identified  as  wrapping  paper  from 
filling  material.  Warning  letter  to 
Suppliers. 

Referred  to  Southend  County  Borough 
Council  as  milk  was  bottled  in  that 
district. 

Insufficient  evidence  to  allow  complete 
investigation. 

No  abnormality  found.  No  further 
action. 

Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Warning  letter  to  Bakery. 

Identified  as  brush  bristle  used  for 
cleaning  purposes.  Warning  letter  to 
Bakery. 

Proved  to  be  a piece  of  oxhide  adher- 
ing to  the  meat.  Warning  letter  to 
manufacturer. 
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Action 


Nature  of  Complaint 


Mouldy  cheese 

Unsatisfactory  bottle  of  school 
milk 

Abnormal  appearance  of  red 
salmon 

Mouldy  Take  ’n  Bake  loaf 

Tin  of  corned  beef  alleged  to 
be  unsound 

Unsatisfactory  frozen  plaice 
fillets 

Foreign  matter  on  chocolate 
wafer  bar 

Unsound  bacon  joint 

Foreign  object  in  lollipop 

Mouldy  cheese  slices 

Dirty  bottle  of  milk 
Mouldy  sausage  roll 


Foreign  object  in  butter 


Fibres  in  ginger  marmalade 

Tinned  baby  food  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Kipper  fillets  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Fish  and  chips  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Liver  alleged  to  be  unsound 

Foreign  body  in  packet  of 
bubble  gum 

Mouldy  jam  sponge  pudding 
Foreign  object  in  frozen  peas 
Foreign  object  in  bread 


Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Insufficient  evidence  available. 

Case  closed  informally. 

Warning  letter  to  Bakery. 

Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Identified  as  machine  lubricant.  Warn- 
ing letter  to  Manufacturer. 

Legal  proceedings.  Vendor  fined  £15 
with  £5  costs. 

Legal  proceedings.  Manufacturer  fined 
£25  with  £5  costs. 

Warning  letters  to  Wholesaler  and 
Manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  producer. 

Investigations  inconclusive  but  pro- 
bably fault  of  vendor.  Warning  letter 
to  vendor. 

Foreign  object  identified  as  plastic 
coated  metal.  Warning  letter  to  Manu- 
facturer. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  No 

further  action. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  No 

further  action. 

Case  closed  informally.  Lack  of 
evidence. 

Lack  of  evidence.  No  action. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  No 

further  action. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  sharp  piece 
of  metal.  Warning  letter  to  manufac- 
turer. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Warning  letter  to  packers. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  Flour 
Moth.  Warning  letter  to  manufac- 

turer. 
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Nature  of  Complaint 

A ction 

Unsatisfactory  biscuits 

Lack  of  evidence.  Case  closed 
informally. 

Mouldy  corned  beef 

Corned  beef  mouldy  on  account  of 
punctured  tin.  Warning  letter  sent  to 
manufacturer. 

Foreign  object  in  butter 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  grease- 
proof paper.  Warning  letter  to  manu- 
facturer. 

Fruit  cake  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Lack  of  evidence.  Case  closed  in- 
formally. 

Unsatisfactory  chips 

Case  closed  informally.  Warning  letter 
to  retailer. 

Dirty  milk  bottle 

Passed  to  Halstead  R.D.C.  as  milk 
bottled  in  that  District. 

Sour  milk 

Case  closed  informally. 

Unsound  chips 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Foreign  matter  in  milk  bottle 

Passed  to  Halstead  R.D.C.  as  milk 
bottled  in  that  District. 

Foreign  matter  in  bread 

Complaint  withdrawn  after  explana- 
tion of  nature  of  foreign  object  which 
was  found  to  be  burnt  crust. 

Liver  sausage  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Tin  of  grapefruit  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Complaint  not  substantiated. 

Unsound  sausages 

Sausages  found  to  be  contaminated 
with  vegetable  based  lubricant.  Warn- 
ing letter  to  manufacturer. 

Dirty  milk  bottle 

Passed  to  Southend  C.B.C.  as  milk 
bottled  in  that  District. 

Cigarette  end  in  nut  pyramid 

Manufacturer  fined  £10  with  £5  costs. 

Unsound  tin  of  corned  beef 

Foreign  matter  found  to  be  a lympha- 
tic gland,  warning  letter  to  manufac- 
turer. 

Out  of  code  bacon 

Case  closed  informally. 

Loaf  with  several  mildew  slices 

Legal  proceedings  against  manufac- 
turer, fined  £20  with  £5  costs. 

Glass  in  bottle  of  sterilised 
milk 

Legal  proceedings  against  dairy,  fined 
£30  with  £5  costs. 

Foreign  objects  in  cabbage 

Foreign  objects  found  to  be  larvae  of 
cabbage  root  fly.  Warning  letter  to 
caterers. 

Mouldy  pork  pie 

Legal  proceedings  against  vendor. 
Absolute  discharge  with  £3  costs. 
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Nature  of  Complaint 


Action 


Foreign  matter  in  bread  Foreign  object  found  to  be  house  fly. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Dirty  milk  bottle  Warning  letter  to  dairy. 

Evaporated  milk  alleged  to  be  Case  not  substantiated.  No  further 
unsound  action. 


Paraffin  taint  in  bottle  of  milk  Warning  letter  to  dairy. 

Green  plastic  in  carton  of  Warning  letter  to  manufacturer, 

yoghurt 

Corned  beef  alleged  to  be  Case  not  substantiated, 

unsound 


Foreign  objects  in  liver 


Meat  alleged  to  be  unsound 
Parasitic  cysts  in  liver 
Worm  in  fish  fingers 


String  fibre  in  packet  of 
breakfast  cereal  with  fruit 


Foreign  objects  small  number  of 
tyrosin  crystals.  Case  closed  informal- 
ly- 

Case  closed  informally. 

Case  closed  informally. 

Cod  worm  is  a common  parasite  and 
difficult  to  detect  and  to  eliminate. 
Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 


Unsound  streaky  pork 

Unsatisfactory  tin  of  stewed 
steak 

Unsatisfactory  fish 


Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  Case 
closed  informally. 

Case  closed  informally.  Letter  to  re- 
tailer. 


Fly  in  vinegar 


Warning  letter  to  vendor  regarding 
lack  of  cleanliness. 


Spider  in  custard  tart 
Foreign  objects  in  sugar 
Unsound  Long  Life  milk 
Unsound  liver 

Unsound  oats 
Worm  in  cod 

Mouldy  cheese 


Some  doubt  as  to  where  spider  entered 
tart.  Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Foreign  matter  identified  as  caramel- 
lised  sugar.  No  further  action. 

Carton  damaged  during  transit.  Warn- 
ing letter  to  manufacturer. 

Liver  contained  small  parasites  inter- 
nally, only  found  on  cutting.  Case 
closed  informally. 

Oats  probably  tainted  during  transit. 
Case  closed  informally. 

Parasitic  cod  worm  not  visible  until 
cut  by  customer.  These  worms  often 
cannot  be  seen  by  retailer.  No  further 
action. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 
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Nature  of  Complaint  Action 


Unsatisfactory  bread 

Unsound  ox  heart 

Chicken  alleged  to  be  unsound 

Mouldy  bread  rolls 
Mouldy  loaf 

Mouldy  chocolate  eclairs 


Foreign  matter  in  cream  in 
swiss  roll 

Unsatisfactory  tin  of  plums 

Foreign  objects  in  loaf  of 
bread 

Ham,  veal  and  egg  pie  alleged 
to  be  stale 

Liver  alleged  to  be  unsound 

Fish  roes  alleged  to  be 
unsound 

Fish  alleged  to  be  unsound 
Stale  battenburg  cake 

Mouldy  bread 

Two  unsound  yoghurts 
Unsound  cornish  pasty 

Foreign  object  in  loaf 


Unsound  cream 
Maggot  in  tins  of  plums 

Mould  in  jar  of  chicken  soup 
baby  food 

Mouldy  skinless  pork  sausages 
Insects  in  flour 

Mouldy  fruit  pie 


Poor  stock  rotation.  Warning  letter 
to  retailer. 

Ox  heart  found  to  be  decomposing. 
Vendor  fined  £15  with  £5  costs. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  No 
further  action. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Legal  proceedings  against  manufac- 
turer, £5  fine. 

Mould  caused  by  high  moisture  con- 
tent following  oven  timing  defect. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Foreign  matter  identified  as  dirt  par- 
ticles. Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Letter  to  canners.  Case  closed  infor- 
mally. 

Foreign  matter  identified  as  burnt 
dough.  Warning  letter  to  manufac- 
turer. 

Case  not  substantiated.  No  further 

action. 

Case  not  substantiated.  No  further 

action. 

Case  not  substantiated.  No  further 

action. 

Case  not  substantiated. 

Cake  found  to  be  out  of  code  when 
sold.  Case  closed  informally. 

Manufacturers  fined  £15  with  £10 
costs. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Legal  proceedings  against  manufac- 
turer, fined  £15  with  £5  costs. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  metal  ring 
from  soft  drinks  can.  Warning  letter 
to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letters  to  manufacturers  and 
retailer. 

Mould  caused  by  faulty  seal.  Warn- 
ing letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  Case 
closed  informally. 

Legal  proceedings.  Vendor  fined  £20 
with  £5  costs. 
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Nature  of  Complaint 


A ction 


Mouldy  carton  of  Black- 
currant dessert 

Rusty  metal  object  in  56  lb. 
bag  of  dried  milk 


Mould  on  home  bake  loaf 


Mouldy  skinless  pork  sausages 
Unsound  cheese  slices 

Unsound  cornish  pasties 
Gritty  cheese  spread 


Unsatisfactory  apples 
Unsatisfactory  frozen  chicken 


Cheese  alleged  to  be  mouldy 

Cigarette  end  in  fish 
Moudy  fruit  pie 

Foreign  matter  in  biscuits 


Unsatisfactory  milk 
Mouldy  loaf 

Foreign  object  in  cheese 

Unsound  tin  of  carrots 
Foreign  object  in  Chinese  meal 

Foreign  object  in  tin  of 
tomatoes 

Castor  sugar  tasting  of  salt 

Unsatisfactory  chocolate 
marshmallows 

Foreign  object  in  boiled  sweet 


Caused  by  poor  stock  rotation.  Legal 
proceedings — vendor  fined  £15  with  £5 
costs. 

Foreign  objects  two  pieces  of  metal 
9 in.  and  7 in.  long  respectively.  Legal 
proceedings  were  not  possible  as  manu- 
facturers were  outside  U.K. 

Unable  to  establish  whether  manufac- 
turer or  retailer  to  blame.  Warning 
letters  to  both  manufacturer  and 
vendor. 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Legal  proceedings  against  manufac- 
turer— fined  £25. 

Cornish  pasties  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  Manufacturer 
fined  £15. 

Gritty  particles  found  to  be  emulsify- 
ing salts.  Warning  letter  to  manufac- 
turer. 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Possibility  that  contamination  occur- 
red in  complainant’s  home.  Letter  to 
complainant. 

White  spots  found  to  be  fat  particles. 
No  further  action. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Mould  caused  by  defective  foil  pack. 
Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  piece  of 
string.  Warning  letter  to  manufac- 
turer. 

Milk  bottle  found  to  be  dirty  with  rust 
particles.  Warning  letter  to  dairy. 
Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 
Foreign  object  found  to  be  wasp. 
Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 
Warning  letter  to  canners. 

Warning  letter  to  restaurant. 

Foreign  object  identified  as  caterpil- 
lar. Warning  letter  to  Importers. 

Evidence  insufficient.  No  further 
action. 

Legal  proceedings  against  retailer,  fined 
£15  with  £10  costs. 

Foreign  object  identified  as  brush 
bristle.  Legal  proceedings  against 
manufacturer — fined  £50  with  £20 
costs. 
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Nature  of  Complaint  Action 


Unsatisfactory  bread 

Unsatisfactory  tin  of  potatoes 

Unsatisfactory  steak  and 
kidney 

Foreign  object  in  bread 

Foreign  matter  in  cole  slaw 
salad 

Mouldy  bread 
Mouldy  bread 

Unsound  milk 

Corned  beef  alleged  to  be 

unsound 

Foreign  object  in  roll 


Mouldy  steak  and  kidney  pies 
Cheese  alleged  to  be  mouldy 

Mouldy  cheese 
Mouldy  fruit  pie 


Insects  in  bread 

Worm  in  cod  in  butter  sauce 
Ants  in  boxed  cakes 

Foreign  object  in  sausage 

Mouldy  bread 

Ham  and  egg  pie  suspected  of 
causing  food  poisoning 

Pie  alleged  to  be  mouldy 
Foreign  object  in  cheese 

Foreign  object  in  tin  of 
mackerel 


Bread  found  to  be  underbaked.  Warn- 
ing letter  to  manufacturer. 

Black  foreign  material  found  to  be 
potato  starch.  Case  closed  informally. 
Replacement  made  by  retailer.  No 
further  action. 

Foreign  matter  found  to  be  burnt  crust. 
Legal  proceedings.  Manufacturer  fined 
£50  with  £10  costs. 

Unable  to  prove  who  was  responsible. 
Warning  letters  to  manufacturer  and 
vendor. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Mould  appeared  one  week  after  pur- 
chase. No  action  possible. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 
Complaint  not  substantiated.  No 
further  action. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  bristle  from 
cleaning  brush.  Warning  letter  to 
manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  franchise  agent. 

Case  closed  informally,  due  to  negli- 
gible amount  of  mould. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Pie  became  mouldy  during  recom- 
mended shelf  life  due  to  inadequate 
mixing  of  dough.  Warning  letter  to 
manufacturer. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  No 
further  action. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  Case 
closed  informally. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  piece  of 
bone.  Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Complaint  not  substantiated.  No 
further  action. 

No  mould  found.  No  further  action. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  a wing 
nut.  Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  a live  centi- 
pede. As  the  product  was  canned  in 
Japan  it  would  appear  that  the  insect 
came  from  the  complainant’s  can 
opener. 
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A ction 


Nature  of  Complaint 


Unsound  mince  meat 


Unsatisfactory  bread 


Foreign  object  in  toffee 

Metal  nut  in  fruit  and  nut 
chocolate 

Grease  in  bread 

Foreign  object  in  cornish 
pasty 

Mouldy  cheese 

Unsound  brazils  and  walnuts 

Unsatisfactory  jar  of  pickled 
onions 

Metal  spring  in  gooseberry  pie 
Rancid  butter 

Piece  of  wood  in  packet  of 
frozen  mixed  vegetables 


Mince  meat  found  to  contain  finely 
divided  particles  of  iron.  Warning  letter 
to  vendor. 

Streaks  in  bread  were  found  to  be 
caused  by  presence  of  edible  brown 
bread  dough  arising  from  malfunction 
of  mixing  machine.  Warning  letter  to 
bakery. 

Foreign  object  found  to  be  piece  of 
metal.  Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Foreign  object  identified  as  earwig. 
Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Mould  caused  by  faulty  heat  seal. 
Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Case  not  substantiated. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 
Warning  letter  to  vendor. 

Case  closed  informally. 
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Unsound  Food 


Details  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  excluding  meat  condemned 


at  slaughterhouses,  appears  in  the  following  table: 

Tons  Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Bacon  

— 

— 

10 

— 

Butter,  margarine,  fats  ... 

— 

1 

34 

14 

Bread  and  flour 

— 

— 

9 

— 

Cereals  

— 

— 

35 

151 

Confectionery  (flour) 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Confectionery  (sugar)  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Cream  

— 

— 

9 

— 

Cheese  (various)  ... 

— 

— 

24 

— 

Fish  (fresh)  

— 

4 

13 

— 

Fish  (canned)  

— 

— 

49 

131 

Fruit  (fresh)  ... 

— 

4 

4 

14 

Fruit  (canned)  

— 

21 

58 

5 

Fruit  (dried)  

— 

— 

16 

12 

Hams  (canned)  

— 

— 

79 

9 

Meat  (fresh)  

3 

15 

54 

15 

Meat  (cooked) 

— 

— 

18 

8 

Meat  (canned)  

— 

5 

76 

4i 

Milk  (canned  and  dried)  ... 

— 

— 

74 

9 

Preserves  ... 

— 

— 

70 

2± 

Sausages  and  sausage  meat 

— 

— 

105 

8 

Soup  

— 

— 

105 

3} 

Sugar  

— 

— 

83 

— 

Soft  drinks 

— 

— 

97 

41 

Sundries 

— 

2 

67 

li 

Tea  bags  

— 

— 

— 

12 

Vegetables  (fresh) 

— 

— 

91 

15 

Vegetables  (canned) 

— 

9 

27 

8i 

Vegetables  (dried) 

— 

— 

5 

10 

Total: 

6 

12 

110 

8 

Frozen  foods  — 28,515  packets. 
Eggs  — 4i  dozen. 
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MEAT 


The  meat  inspection  service  was  maintained  throughout  the  year 
at  the  licensed  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  District,  slaughtering 
taking  place  every  week  from  Monday  to  Saturday. 

The  25,829  animals  slaughtered  for  food  were  all  inspected  and 
15,376  lbs.  of  meat  and  offal  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933-1958 

Twelve  slaughterman’s  licences  were  issued  during  1971. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  STATISTICS 
TABLE  I 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Horses 

Number  killed 

Cows 

2,630 

87 

294 

14,824 

Lambs 

8,003 



Number  inspected 

2,630 

87 

294 

14,824 

8,003 

— 

AH  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

1 

3 

18 

7 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

271 

25 

3 

903 

977 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tubercu- 
losis and  cysticerci 

10.3% 

28.7% 

2.04%  6.21% 

12.28% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

167 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.16% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 

8 

Carcase  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

2 

Generally  and 
totally  condemned 
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TABLE  II 


REASON  FOR  CONDEMNATION  AND  WEIGHTS  OF  PARTS 


CONDEMNED  OTHER  THAN  THAT  SHOWN  IN  TABLE  I 

lbs. 

Abscess  

. . . 

4,118 

Actinobacillosis  

21 

Bruising  

271 

Cirrhosis  and  Necrosis  

370 

Cystic  Infections,  Parasite,  Milk  Spot  ... 

2,898 

Emaciation  ...  

442 

Fatty  change 

59 

Fevered  Conditions 

506 

Fascioliasis  

1,520 

Mastitis  ...  

26 

Oedema  and  Dropsy 

2 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  

1,593 

Septicaemia 

752 

Telangiectasis  

176 

Other  conditions  

666 

13,420 

TABLE  III 

WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 

For  tuberculosis 1,822 

For  cysticerci  134 

Other  causes  13,420 

15,376 
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Imported  Food  Regulations  1968 

With  the  continuing  increase  in  the  use  of  containerisation  for  the 
transport  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  being  imported  into  the  country, 
it  has  become  virtually  impossible  for  the  port  health  authorities  to 
inspect  all  the  containerised  traffic  at  the  port  of  entry.  Consequently, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations,  inspection  is  de- 
ferred until  the  container  is  opened  at  its  final  destination.  The  port 
health  authority  are  responsible  for  notifying  the  local  authority  at  the 
destination  so  that  arrangements  can  be  made  for  inspection. 

During  1971,  nine  containers  of  beef  were  delivered  to  a wholesale 
butcher  in  the  district  and  all  these  consignments  were  inspected  by  my 
District  Inspector.  The  meat  was  imported  from  Ireland,  France, 
Germany  and  Sweden  and  a total  of  1,812  quarters  of  beef  and  18,350 
kilograms  of  jointed  beef  were  involved.  In  addition  to  the  usual  inspec- 
tion of  the  meat  it  is  also  necessary  to  check  the  Official  Certificate 
which  must  accompany  the  meat  and  which  indicates  that  slaughter- 
house in  the  country  of  origin  where  the  meat  was  actually  slaughtered. 
The  slaughterhouse  must  be  on  the  approved  list  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

A total  of  5,281  pounds  of  Irish  beef  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  by  reason  of  decomposition  and  mould  growth. 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  two  poultry  slaughtering  premises  in  the  District  and 
frequent  visits  are  made  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  1970.  In  addition,  spot  checks  are  made  on  the 
poultry  being  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

In  August  1971,  the  Slaughter  of  Poultry  (Humane  Conditions) 
Regulations  1971  came  into  force.  These  Regulations  control  the  maxi- 
mum period  for  which  a bird  may  be  hung  upside  down  prior  to 
stunning  and  the  minimum  period  that  must  elapse  between  the  sever- 
ing of  the  neck  and  the  immersion  of  the  bird  in  the  scalding  tank  pre- 
paratory to  plucking.  At  one  of  the  poultry  slaughtering  establishments 
it  was  necessary  to  extend  the  length  of  hanging  rail  to  ensure  that  the 
second  of  these  conditions  was  complied  with. 

Statistics 

Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 

Urban  District  2 

Number  of  visits  to  these  premises ...  25 

Number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  ...  750,465 

Types  of  birds  processed — turkeys,  chickens,  roasting  and  boiling  fowls 
and  poussins. 

Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption  1.6% 

Weight  of  poultry  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption  15  tons  7 cwts.  2 qrs.  6 lbs. 
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INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
Visits  carried  out  by  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  ...  ...  49 

Bacteriological  Sampling 696 

Burials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Condemnation  of  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  271 

Consumer  Protection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Commercial  premises  under  Construction  (plans  check)  ...  381 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  39 

Entomology  and  pest  control  ...  ...  937 

Factories  ...  ...  410 

Food  complaint  investigations  498 

Food  & Drugs  sampling ...  ...  202 

Food  Premises: 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  372 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Hotels ...  ...  429 

Canteens  716 

Fishmongers ...  ...  66 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  45 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  315 

Greengrocers ...  183 

Supermarkets  ...  303 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  264 

Manufacturing  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  261 

Stalls  and  vehicles 4,290 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  76 

Housing  531 

Housing  survey  ...  ...  678 

Health  Education ...  ...  ...  19 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries  ...  295 

Interviews 228 

Land  charges  search  check  ...  ...  146 

Massage  and  special  treatment  premises  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meat  inspection  ...  ...  ...  641 

Merchandise  marks  ...  ...  11 

Milk  distributors  and  dairy  men ...  ...  33 

Noise  Abatement 594 

Nuisances 5,212 

Offices  and  shops 1,536 

Outside  private  caterers 10 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  355 

Pet  Shops 30 

Poultry  inspection ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Qualification  Certificates ...  ...  150 

Rehousing  enquiries  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  35 

Riding  establishments  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

Scrap  metal  dealers  15 

Sewer  connections  48 

Shops  Act,  closing  hours,  etc 73 
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Slaughterhouses  (cruelty  and  hygiene) 649 

Smoke  control  556 

Social  welfare  Ill 

Standard  grants 245 

Swimming  pools 176 

Water  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Water  supply  234 


Total:  24,472 
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FOREWORD 


This  report  covers  a year  which  was  unremarkable  for  any  incident 
immediately  affecting  the  health  of  the  community,  but  which  nevertheless 
brought  to  the  fore  problems  of  reorganisation  on  a national  scale  arising 
from  proposals  for  the  future  of  the  health  and  welfare  services.  The  opening 
of  the  first  Health  Centre  in  the  district  during  August  1971  may  be  regarded 
as  the  second  major  step  towards  a co-ordinated  local  health  service,  the  first 
being  the  attachment  of  health  visitors  to  general  practitioners  in  selected 
areas.  Planning  for  the  future  is  of  increasing  importance  and  makes  demands 
on  the  Department’s  resources  which  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to  meet  whilst 
at  the  same  time  maintaining  the  existing  services.  These  services  continue 
because  of  the  efforts  of  many  within  and  outside  the  Department  who  bring 
the  service  to  individual  households  and  are  the  main  point  of  contact 
between  the  Department  and  the  community.  I assure  them  of  my  continued 
appreciation  of  their  work. 


PATRICK  X.  O’DWYER. 


98  High  Street, 
Billericay. 

October  1972. 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Senior  Administrative  Officer 
J.  E.  Plummer 


Health  Education  Officer 

S.  J.  Brilus  (until  31.12.1971) 


Senior  Administrative  Assistant 
C.  A.  Watt 

Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff 
16 

Senior  Medical  Officer 

Dr.  M.  M.  Pearce,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.C.H. 


Medical  Officers 


Dr.  J.  K.  Chakrabarti,  M.B.,  B.S., 
D.A.,  R.C.S.  & P.(D.P.H. 

July  1971) 


Dr.  W.  Z.  Conco,  B.Sc.,  M.B., 

Ch.B.,  D.T.M.  & H„  D.T.P.H. 

Dr.  F.  Brown,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D 

Dr.  A.  Denham,  M^B.,  B.S. 

Dr.  M.  Denham,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Dr.  J.  Newton,  M.B.,  B.S.,  < 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.A.  g 

Dr.  R.  Goodman,  B.Sc.,  M.B., 


Dr.  P.  Freeman,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 


c n 


Dr.  R.  L.  Agrawal,  M.B.,  B.S.,- 
D.C.H. 


J 


Supervisory  Dental  Officer 

P.  R.  J.  Bush,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Eng) 
B.D.S.  (U.Lond) 

Dental  Officers  (including  above) 

10  = 6.6  whole  time  officers 


Dental  Auxiliaries 

1 = 1 whole  time  officer 

Dental  Surgery  Assistants 
1 2 = 7.6  whole  time  otticers 

♦Director  of  Child  Guidance  Services 
Dr.  J.  N.  Runes,  M.D. 


Nursing  Officer 

Miss  M.  R.  Clarke,  S.R.N., 

S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Assistant  Nursing  Officer 

Mrs.  G.  Richards,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Health  Visitors 

21  = 18.9  whole  time  officers 

Clinic  Nurses 

10  = 6.8  whole  time  officers 

Speech  Therapists 

Mrs.  M.  Trim  (from  1.6.1971) 

Mrs.  H.  J.  lies  (from  13.9.1971) 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Barratt-Peacock 
(from  29.9.1971) 

Social  Worker  in  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
Mrs.  G.Ollington 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Smith  (from  26.4.1971) 

Clinic  Clerical  Workers 

9 = 5.5  whole  time  officers 

Chiropodists 

3 = 2.05 

♦Specialist  Advisers 

Dr.  W.  H.  Clark,  M.A.,  B.M., 

B.Ch.,  D.O. 

Dr.  D.  Nichol,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.L.O. 

District  Midwives 

15  whole  time  officers 

District  Nurses 

18  whole  time  officers 

Miscellaneous  Workers 
9 part  time 
1 whole  time 


5 


HEALTH  CENTRE  (Laindon) 
Administrative  and  Clerical  Staff 

10  = 8 whole  time  officers. 

Practice  Nurses 

3 = 2 whole  time  officers 

Miscellaneous  Workers 

6 part  time 
' 1 whole  time 


Nursery  Nurses 

0.8  whole  time  officers 

Nursery  Assistants 

0.8  whole  time  officers 

*Regional  Hospital  Board  Appointments 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  1971 


Area  in  Acres  27,139 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  for  Mid  1971)  129,900 

Rateable  value  at  31.3.71.  £6,228,828 

Estimated  product  of  a Penny  Rate  £62,400 


VITAL  STATISTICS  1971 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

LEGITIMATE 

1,133 

1,129 

2,262 

ILLEGITIMATE 

53 

47 

100 

1,186 

1,176 

2,362 

England 

Basildon 

& Wales 

Total  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

18.2 

16.0 

Comparability  factor 

0.79 

1.00 

Adjusted  birth  rate 

14.4 

16.0 

Illegitimate  live  births  formed  4%  of  the  total  births 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

LEGITIMATE 

12 

10 

22 

ILLEGITIMATE 

1 

2 

3 

13 

12 

25 

Still  birth  rate  per  1 ,000  live 

and  still  births 

10 

England  and  Wales  still  birth 

rate,  1971 

12 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

LEGITIMATE 

1,145 

1,139 

2,284 

ILLEGITIMATE 

54 

49 

103 

1,199 

1,188 

2,387 
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Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 

441 

427 

868 

Total  death  rate  per  1 ,00Q  estimated 

population 

6.7 

Comparability  factor 

1.5 

Adjusted  death  rate 

10.1 

England  and  Wales  death  rate 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 


England 
Basildon  & Wales 

Total  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  14.0  18.0 


Age  at 
death 

No.,  of 
infant 
deaths 

Rates  per 
1000  five 
births 

Legiti- 

mate 

infants 

Rates  per 
1000 

legitimate 
live  births 

Illegiti- 

mate 

infants 

Rates  per 
1000 
Illegiti- 
mate 

live  births 

Under  1 
year 

34 

14 

31 

14 

3 

30 

Under  4 
weeks 

22 

9 

20 

- 

2 

- 

Under  1 
week 

18 

8 

17 

- 

1 

- 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rates  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined) 

Basildon  England 
& Wales 

22 


Per  1 .000  total  live  and  still  births 
Maternal  mortality 


18 


7 


In  fant 

EAT  HS 


o 


PexjLnCrhcxl  dccdhp  *-  t 

sti-ULbiTlLKo  *-  cltLdKi 
H I 'XI  no  Fenci  Uifctik-c£ 

Ute  cWi  1000  Lot  4-  eidi. 

fcirtos 

Dfeotho  under)  arc.  vjoa\ 

of  aoe  per  1030  LuJe 

^ bcrHvS 

N'eonodfci  dcolhj'i  ut 

dualho  under  -4  eOfcfcltn 

per  tOOG  Uot  buTVc^, 

ShlJJtvTOo  per  OOC 

1 Liv  s.  uirLcb iril-Ho 


19b!  1962.  I9b3  I9&4-  I9fo5  !9bfe  I9b7  flt 8 1969  |gi©  Km 


8 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AMONGST  CIVILIANS  as  provided  by  the  Registrar 
General,  1971 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  Tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

2 

3 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

17 

12 

29 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

11 

18 

29 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

39 

11 

50 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

24 

24 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

8 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

7 

— 

7 

Leukaemia 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

25 

22 

47 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

3 

2 

5 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

4 

5 

9 

Avitaminoses,  etc. 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Anaemias 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc. 

Mental  Disorders 

— 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

6 

10 

16 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

7 

9 

16 

Hypertensive  Disease 

5 

7 

12 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

130 

85 

215 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

16 

20 

36 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

34 

70 

104 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

14 

19 

33 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

16 

20 

36 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

35 

1 1 

46 

Asthma 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

9 

4 

13 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

3 

5 

Appendicitis 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

2 

4 

6 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

4 

3 

7 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

4 

1 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

— 

4 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

3 

7 

10 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

1 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-skeletal  System 

3 

3 

6 

Congenital  Anomalies 

4 

6 

10 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

3 

2 

5 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

— 

5 

5 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

9 

5 

14 

All  Other  Accidents 

3 

3 

6 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

6 

7 

13 

All  Other  External  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

TOTAL  all  causes 

441 

427 

868 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1969 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS  1969 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received  during 
the  year. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Acute  Meningitis 

1 

5 

6 

Dysentery 

4 

3 

7 

Infective  Hepatitis 

4 

4 

8 

Measles 

242 

231 

473 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

35 

72 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

7 

1 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

29 

49 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

318 

310 

628 

Food  poisoning  cases  notified 

7 

5 

12 

Food  poisqning  cases  confirmed 

3 

1 

4 

10 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  age  and  sex  incidence  of  all 
new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year. 


Age  Group 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 year 

2 - 4 years 

5 - 9 years 

1 

— 

— 

1 

10-14  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15-19  years 

20  - 24  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25  - 34  years 

1 

— 

1 

— 

35-44  years 

1 

— 

— 

1 

45  - 54  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55  -64  years 

65  - 74  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

75  and  over 

Age  unknown 

TOTALS 

8(8) 

1 (7) 

2(2) 

2(1) 

Inward  Transfers 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

6 2 — — 8 

Outward  Transfers 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

4 2 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(delegated  by  Essex  County  Council  under  Section  46  of  the  Local 

Government  Act  1958) 

Health  Centres 

(Section  21 , National  Health  Service  Act  1946) 

Laindon  Health  Centre  opened  in  August.  This  is  the  first  Health  Centre 
in  the  Urban  District  and  is  designed  to  serve  an  ultimate  population  of 
30,000.  The  Centre  provides  a comprehensive  range  of  facilities  for  local 
authority  personal  and  school  health  services,  and  general  medical  and  dental 
services. 

Also  in  August,  construction  work  commenced  on  Vange  Health  Centre 
and  this  Centre  is  expected  to  open  towards  the  end  of  1972. 

The  Billericay  Health  Centre  project  remains  programmed  for  1975/76. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 

Notification  of  Birth  and  Stillbirth 

The  number  of  births  notified  as  taking  place  in  the  Urban  District  each 
year  since  1967  is  given  below: 

1967  1968  1969  1970  1971 

2,257  2,425  2,318  2,220  2,349 

Clinics 

The  health  services  sessions  carried  out  at  the  purpose-built  health  clinics 
at  Great  Oaks,  Basildon;  Craylands;  Laindon;  Billericay  and  Wickford  con- 
tinued to  be  well  attended. 

Laindon  Clinic,  which  had  been  in  use  since  1936  closed  when  services 
were  transferred  to  the  new  Laindon  Health  Centre. 

Ante  Natal  Sessions 

Ante  Natal  Sessions,  which  expectant  mothers  attended  for  samples  of 
blood  to  be  taken,  continued  to  be  held  in  Great  Oaks,  Pitsea  and  Wickford 
clinics  during  1971. 

Relaxation  classes  supervised  by  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  trained  in 
the  psycho-prophylaxis  method  of  relaxation  were  held  at  the  clinics.  At  these 
sessions  expectant  mothers  were  taught  ante  natal  and  post  natal  exercises  and 
midwives  booked  patients  for  home  confinements. 


Attendances 

Medical  Officers 

Midwives 

Total 

at  Sessions 

Sessions 

Sessions 

1971 

2,449 

2,778 

5,227 

1970 

3,372 

3,731 

7,103 
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Child  Health  Sessions 

Sessions  were  held  at  all  main  clinics  and  at  the  following  hired  premises 
during  the  year: 

Basildon  — Lee  Chapel  South  Community  Centre 
Lee  Chapel  North  Community  Centre 
Billericay  — South  Green  Memorial  Hall 

Outwood  Common  Community  Centre 
Christ  Church,  Buttsbury 
Wickford  — Shotgate  Community  Centre 

Details  are  given  below  of  the  total  attendance  of  children  during  1971 
together  with  comparative  figures  for  1970. 


Year  of  Birth 

Total  Attendance 

1965-  1970 

1966-  1971 

(1970)  33,854 
(1971)38,627 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  Medicaments  and  Nutrients 

Government  Welfare  Foods  continued  to  be  issued  at  all  main  clinics  and 
at  certain  sessions  held  at  hired  premises.  In  addition  two  private  traders  and  a 
voluntary  distribution  centre  continued  to  assist  in  the  distribution  of  these 
foods. 

In  April  a new  Welfare  Food  Order  came  into  operation  and  this  contained 
a number  of  important  changes  in  the  service  including  the  withdrawal  of  cod 
liver  oil  and  orange  juice  and  the  introduction  of  a new  liquid  vitamin  pre- 
paration, containing  vitamins  A,  D & C,  for  children.  Orange  juice  continued 
to  be  available  as  a Welfare  Food  until  31st  December,  but  Cod  Liver  Oil  was 
discontinued  from  30th  April  1971. 

The  table  gives  details  of  issues  during  the  year,  the  previous  year’s  figures 
are  given  in  brackets. 


National  Dried 
Milk 

Cod  Liver 
Oil 

Orange  Juice 

Vitamins 
A & D 

Vitamin 

Drops 

3,389 

(4,097) 

1,404 

(2,254) 

42,387 

(45,898) 

1,224 

(1,591) 

2,804 

A proprietary  brand  of  dried  milk  is  also  sold  at  the  health  clinics, 
subject  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Medical  Officer,  health  visitor  or 
midwife  in  attendance. 

Play  Groups  and  Child  Development  Sessions 

The  main  purpose  of  these  sessions  is  to  assist  families  with  emotional 
tensions  where  a toddler  is  likely  to  be  disturbed,. or  who  exhibits  signs  of 
behaviour  disorder. 

Children  may  be  referred  by  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic,  a doctor  or  health 
visitor,  a hospital  or  a clinic  Medical  Officer.  All  admissions  and  discharges  are 
made  on  the  recommendation  of  a Medical  Officer  in  consultation  with  the 
health  visitors. 
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Craylands 

Clinic 

Great 

Oaks 

Clinic 

Wickford 

Clinic 

Billericay 

Clinic 

from  4.5.71 

Sessions  held 

102 

164 

133 

66 

Number  admitted 

25 

20 

26 

18 

Number  discharged 

21 

22 

11 

6 

Total  number  on  Register 
at  31.12.71 

10 

18 

11 

12 

Classification  of  Reasons  for  Admission 


Craylands 

Great 

Wickford 

Billericay 

Clinic 

Oaks 

Clinic 

Clinic 

Clinic 

Speech 

6 

6 

5 

3 

Mongol 

— 

— 



1 

Retarded 

Emotional  and  unstable 

— 

3 

4 

5 

home 

4 

2 

3 

3 

Behaviour  problems 

8 

2 

13 

3 

Emotional  problems 

— 

— 



Extreme  shyness 

— 

— 



_ 

Physical  handicap 

2 

7 

1 

3 

? deaf 





Congenital  heart 

2 

— 



Over  active 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Dental  Treatment  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Treatment  was  provided  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  apd  ranged 
from  conservation,  phophyllaxis  to  some  denture  work.  Pre-scliool  age 
children  attended  the  clinics  for  inspection,  preventative  and  conservative 
treatment.  It  is  at  this  early  age  that  good  ideas  regarding  correct  oral  hygiene 
can  be  implanted  and  the  dentist  can  foster  easy  pleasant  patient-dentist 
relationships  which  will  bear  fruit  in  later  years. 


Midwifery  Service 

(Section  10,  Health  Services  & Public  Health  Act,  1968) 

The  Midwifery  Service  during  1971  continued  as  before  without  many 
problems. 

The  domiciliary  birth  rate  declined  slightly,  but  the  number  of  early 
hospital  discharges  increased,  giving  an  even  balance  of  duties  for  the  midwife. 
This  follows  the  national  trend. 

All  the  District  Midwives  were  given  an  opportunity  for  a short  practical 
refresher  course  in  the  Orsett  Hospital  in  preparation  for  possible  duties  in 
the  proposed  G.P.  unit  in  the  Basildon  Hospital. 

Pupil  Midwives  were  received  from  St.  John’s  Hospital,  Chelmsford,  and 
Orsett,  for  domiciliary  training  in  this  area.  All  pupils  successfully  passed 
their  examinations  and  enjoyed  their  training  in  the  district. 
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Statistics: 


1971 

%of 

1970 

%of 

Total 

Total 

Home  confinements 

597 

25% 

694 

31% 

Hospital  confinements 
(Discharges  home  before  the 
tenth  day,  1,469  (1,264) 

1,752 

75% 

1,526 

69% 

TOTALS 

2,349 

2,220 

Congenital  Malformations: 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  total  of  45  malformations  notified 
during  the  year. 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Central  Nervous  System 

10 

9 

8 

7 

9 

Other  System 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Limbs 

5 

12 

17 

11 

9 

Miscellaneous  Malformations 

2 

3 

• 2 

6 

6 

Uro-genital  system 

2 

4 

4 

3 

9 

Alimentary  system 

2 

5 

3 

4 

4 

Respiratory  system 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  skeletal 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

Eye,  ear 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  and  Great  Vessels 

3 

3 

1 

4 

5 

Home  Nursing  Service 

(Section  25,  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  Section  11, 

Health  Service  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968) 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  had  a slight  increase  in  establishment  in  1971 
and  a fourth  male  Nurse  was  appointed,  thus  easing  the  work-load  on  the 
other  male  nurses  and  improving  the  effectiveness  of  the  service.  Hie  total 
number  of  staff  in  the  area  is  now  19. 

The  nursing  cases  have  increased  and  are  tending  to  become  more  varied  in 
nature,  giving  a greater  stimulus  and  work  satisfaction  to  the  staff. 

Statistics: 


Type  of  Case 

Number  of  new 
cases  attended 
by  home  nurses 
during  the  year 

Number  of  visits 
undertaken  by 
home  nurses 
during  the  year 

Number  at'  cases 
on  the  books 
31.12.71 

Medical 

891  (936) 

34862 

(33718) 

348 

(308) 

Surgical 

316  (303) 

6960 

(5958) 

71 

(62) 

Maternal 

Complications 

3 (2) 

10 

(5) 

— 

( ) 

Tuberculosis 

2 (1) 

63 

(9) 

— 

(-) 

Others 

26  (20) 

2036 

(2598) 

5 

UD 

TOTALS 

1238  (1262) 

43931 

(42288) 

424 

(381) 
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Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation 

The  Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation’s  area  welfare  grant  scheme  and 
day  and  night  nursing  scheme  continued.  Ten  nurses  were  available  for  part- 
time  or  ‘sitting-in’  duties  and  a total  of  1 16  hours  of  nursing  service  was 
provided  for  three  patients  during  the  vear.  This  service  has  been  greatly 
appreciated  by  patients  and  relatives  concerned. 

Health  Visiting 

(Section  24,  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  Section  11, 

Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968) 

During  1971  the  Health  Visiting  Service  continued  to  expand,  though  still 
understaffed. 

Recruitment  of  Health  Visitors  continued  to  be  extremely  difficult, 
although  the  recruitment  of  ancillary  nurses  did  not  pose  such  a problem. 

Two  Group  Advisors  were  appointed  in  May,  whom  it  is  envisaged  will 
ultimately  become  first  line  managers  in  the  Mayston  structure. 

A pilot  scheme  was  launched  in  senior  schools  in  co-ordination  with  the 
Education  Department,  to  reduce  the  number  of  routine  hygiene  inspections 
of  members  of  the  older  age  groups.  This  does  not  appear  to  have  caused  any 
problem  in  the  schools  and  the  • incidence  of  infestation  has  remained  well 
controlled  and  supervised,  whilst  relieving  staff  who  as  a result  are  able  to 
undertake  other  sessions. 

The  opening  of  the  Health  Centre  in  Laindon  was  welcomed,  and  the 
transfer  from  the  old  Laindon  Clinic  to  more  modern  premises  was  appreciated 
by  all  staff. 


No.  of  Visits  undertaken 
by  Health  Visitors 

First  Visit 
1971  1970 

Total  Visits 
1<>7i  |Q7q 

Children  under  1 year 

2479 

2655-| 

Children  aged  1 - 2 years 

2005 

1966  F 

23450 

20330 

Children  aged  2 - 5 years 

7302 

6423-1 

Other  cases 

2302 

1601 

3557 

2862 

Persons  aged  65  years  and  over 

2392 

1899 

4483 

3996 

TOTALS 

16480 

14544 

31490 

27188 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Section  (26) 

Smallpox 

The  following  table  records  the  number  of  persons ‘known  to  have  been 
vaccinated  or  re-vaccmaied  during  the  year  by  general  practitioners.  Figures 
for  1970  are  given  in  brackets. 


Age  at  date  of 
Vaccination 

Primary  Vaccinations 
1971 

Re-Vaccinations 

1971 

Under  1 year 

1 year 

2 - 4 years 
5-15  years 

15  (18) 

315  (371) 

234  (257) 

74  (68) 

1 (-) 

1 (2) 

26  (24) 

263  (232) 

TOTALS 

639  (714) 

291  (258) 
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The  Government  accepted  the  advice  of  a specialist  committee  that 
vaccination  against  smallpox  need  not  be  recommended  as  a routine  procedure 
in  early  childhood.  Consequently  routine  vaccination  of  children  was 
discontinued  from  1st  December. 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

The  table  below  gives  statistical  information  relating  to  immunisation 
using  triple  and  combined  Diphtheria/Tetanus  vaccines.  (Figures  for  1970  are 
given  in  brackets.) 


Year  of  birth 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

64/67 

Under 

16 

Total 

No.  of  children  who 
received  primary 
course 

91 

(60) 

1268 

(1112) 

533 

(393) 

66 

(22) 

86 

(47) 

22 

(16) 

2066 

(1650) 

No.  of  children  who 
received  reinforcing 
immunisation 

3 

(1) 

11 

(37( 

96 

(367) 

47 

(63) 

2039 

(1587) 

252 

(125) 

2448 

(2180) 

Poliomyelitis 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  continued  throughout 
the  year.  (Figures  for  1970  are  given  in  brackets.) 


Year  of  birth 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1968 

64/67 

Under 

16 

Total 

No.  of  persons  who 
received  primary 
course 

92 

(46) 

1293 

(1114) 

574 

(461) 

77 

(38) 

116 

(78) 

40 

(16) 

2192 

(1753) 

No.  of  persons  who 
received  reinforcing 
dose 

(3) 

7 

(30) 

82 

(231) 

30 

(38) 

2014 

(1540) 

279 

(118) 

2414 

(1960) 

Measles 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  was  as  follows: 


Year  of  birth 


1971 

1970 

9169 

1968 

64/67 

Under 

16 

Total 

2 

476 

563 

221 

249 

17 

1528 

Rubella 

The  programme  of  vaccination  against  Rubella  which  commenced  in 
October  1970  continued,  and  a total  of  380  girls  in  the  age  range  11-14  years 
were  vaccinated  during  (he  year. 


17 


Prevention  of  Illness  - Care  and  After  Care 
(Section  12,  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act  1968) 

Chiropody 

The  demand  for  Chiropody  treatment  continued  to  increase,  particularly 
in  the  domiciliary  field,  and  it  was  necessary  to  re-organise  this  service  based 
on  a central  booking  system. 

Chiropody  treatment  is  made  available  for  the  following  priority  groups, 
men  and  women  of  pensionable  age,  expectant  and  nursing  mothers, 
physically  handicapped. 

Clinical  sessions  are  held  at  Billericay,  Great  Oaks,  (Basildon),  Laindon, 
Pitsea  and  Wickford  Clinics.  In  addition  to  the  clinical  sessions,  home  visits 
are  made  to  the  housebound,  and  regular  attendance  at  Chaplin  Lodge,  and 
Mundy  House,  the  County  Council’s  homes  for  the  elderly. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  one  full  and  one  part-time  officer  resigned  during  the 
year.  With  the  appointment  of  an  Area  Chiropodist  in  July  the  staff  position 
improved,  but  the  service  remained  under  heavy  pressure  and  waiting  periods 
for  treatment  increased  to  about  two  months. 

In  August  the  Area  Chiropodist  and  one  full  time  officer  attended  a course 
at  the  London  Foot  Hospital  on  Chiropodial  appliances,  and  in  September 
the  Area  Chiropodist  commenced  a twenty  week  part-time  course  at  the 
Chelsea  Foot  Hospital  on  administration. 

The  Chiropody  department  at  the  Laindon  Health  Centre  opened  during 
September,  and  was  an  immediate  success.  The  department  is  fitted  with  the 
best  equipment  available  and  has  led  to  more  efficient  handling  of  patients, 
especially  the  physically  handicapped.  The  number  of  patients  attending  the 
Chiropody  department  at  Laindon  increased  by  over  50%  during  the  first 
three  months. 

Some  old  equipment  was  replaced  during  the  year  and  new  items  were 
added  at  various  clinics.  It  is  hoped  that  further  new  equipment  will  be  phased 
in  over  the  next  year  or  so  to  maintain  all  clinics  in  the  most  modern  vein 
possible. 


Category 

Physically 

New  cases 
being  treated 
during  the 
year 

Cases  being 
treated  at 
end  of  year 

Clinic 

attendances 
during  year 

Domiciliary 

treatments 

Handicapped 

5 (3) 

(11) 

23  (29) 

1 (-) 

Aged  65  yrs. 
or  over 

233  (363) 

1486  (1247) 

5463  (5853) 

1056  (1179) 

TOTALS 

238  (366) 

1486  (1258) 

5486  (5882) 

1057  (1179) 
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Recuperative  Holidays 

Recommendations  for  recuperative  holidays  were  received  from  medical 
practitioners  and  hospital  consultants  and  holidays  were  arranged  for  25 
persons  during  the  year. 

Extra  Nourishment 

The  provision  of  one  pint  of  milk  per  day  free  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Chest  Physician  for  patients  suffering  from  chest  complaints  continued  and 
50  persons  were  receiving  milk  at  the  end  of  1971  as  compared  with  54  in 
1970. 

Incontinence  Pads  and  Draw  Sheets 

Pants  liners  and  disposable  pads  continued  to  be  issued  to  incontinent 
persons  nursed  at  home.  Draw  sheets  were  also  provided  as  an  alternative. 

Renal  Dialysis 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  renal  dialysis  equipment  to 
be  provided  in  the  home  of  a 16  year  old  patient  who  has  continued  treatment 
successfully  at  home  since  August  1971. 


Cervical  Cytology 

During  the  year  a total  of  1854  smears  were  taken  at  Local  Authority 
cytology  sessions.  In  cases  where  treatment  was  required  the  women  were 
referred  to  their  family  doctors.  Breast  examinations  have  also  been  carried 
out  during  these  sessions. 

Weekly  sessions  continued  to  be  held  at  Great  Oaks,  Billericay  and 
Wickford  clinics  and  fortnightly  sessions  at  Pitsea  and  Craylands.  Every  three 
weeks  a session  was  held  at  Yardley’s  Limited,  Basildon. 

An  appointment  can  be  offered  within  two  weeks  and  the  result  is 
forwarded  to  the  general  practitioner  from  the  Pathology  Laboratory,  St. 
Andrew’s  Hospital,  Billericay,  within  a fortnight. 


ANALYSIS  OF  WOMEN  ATTENDING  LOCAL 


19 


ON 


0 c 
< 
UJ 
>■ 
w 
3C 
H 

O 

z 

5 

d 

Q 

C/5 

Z 

o 

So 

I Z) 
UJ 
<Z5 

>- 

O 

3 

O 

6 

u 

> 

H 

5 

o 

X 

H 

X 


C/5 

CM 

CO 

CO 

<N 

NO 

CO 

r~ 

NO 

, , 

<D 

CN 

CO 

On 

NO 

*— H 

«— 1 

GO 

On 

< 

oo 

< 

<N 

NO 

CO 

~ 

GO 

+ 

O 

Tf 

GO 

GO 

GO 

GO 

CO 

no 

GO 

Tf 

CD 

i 

co 

ON 

Tf 

ON 

o 

oo 

c~ 

o 

on 

<N 

NO 

ON 

Tf 

r~ 

Tj" 

CM 

00 

w 

O 

Tf 

Tj" 

i 

Tf* 

OO 

NO 

o 

t-~ 

C- 

GO 

CO 

oo 

<N 

(N 

NO 

CM 

GO 

< 

CO 

<N 

GO 

tT 

CO 

1 

GO 

CO 

r- 

tJ- 

Tf 

o 

oo 

r- 

no 

ON 

oo 

CO 

no 

00 

(N 

<N 

GO 

GO 

CM 

Uh 

<D 

T3 

ON 

no 

, — i 

GO 

GO 

5 

CO 

CO 

Tf 

1 

1 

CM 

s.sjf 

U— i 


o J2  -r 


o «:§ 

| .S3 

's. ✓ c/5 


O r-H  (N  m Tf  GO 


00 

on 

<N 


c/5 

<U 

cd 


cd 

-♦-> 

3 

O 

TO 

<D 

’G 

Vh 

cd 

o 

c/5 

a 
mo 
’-G 
cd 
G 
• ^ 

s 

cd 

X 

<D 

-♦-» 

cd 

<D 

CL 

<D 


<D 

E 

3 

Z 


^4> 

00 

C 

c75 


"3 

O 

‘C 

rt 

s 


20 


Medical  arrangements  for  Long-Stay  Immigrants 

Notices  were  received  from  port  medical  authorities  in  respect  of  37  long 
stay  immigrants  whose  destination  addresses  were  in  the  Basildon  Urban 
District.  Arrangements  were  made  for  these  persons  to  be  contacted  by  the 
Health  visitor  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  facilities  available  under  the  Health 
Service  and  of  persuading  them  to  register  with  a medical  practitioner  and  to 
arrange  for  a chest  x-ray. 


Statistics 


Notices  received 

1971 

37 

(47) 

Successfully  contacted 

30 

(36) 

Returned  to  country  of  origin 

2 

(1) 

Removed  to  other  areas  — address  unknown 

1 

(-) 

Removed  to  known  addresses  notices  forwarded 
to  appropriate  Medical  Officer 

2 

(5) 

Untraceable 

2 

(-) 

Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies 

Although  the  Urban  District  Council  support  the  principle  of  fluoridation 
of  water  supplies  it  was  not  possible  to  make  any  progress  in  implementing 
the  Council’s  decision  made  in  November  1965. 

Family  Planning 

With  effect  from  1st  April  the  Family  Planning  Association  provided 
clinic  services  on  an  agency  basis  for  the  local  health  authority.  Under  this 
scheme  the  service  is  provided  free  to  any  woman  whose  health  would  be 
expected  to  suffer  by  the  increased  mental,  physical  or  social  burdens  placed 
on  her  by  pregnancy  or  who  suffers  from  a specific  condition  which  would 
render  pregnancy  injurious. 

Regular  clinic  sessions  are  held  at: 

St.  Andrews  Hospital,  Billericay 
Wickford  Clinic 
Great  Oaks  Clinic,  Basildon 
Laindon  Health  Centre. 
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Health  Education 

The  progress  of  health  education  during  the  past  year  has.  been  most 
encouraging.  A developing  awareness  in  the  promotion  and  maintenance  of 
health  has  led  to  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  requests  for  talks, 
•information,  aids  and  advice  on  projects  and  syllabuses  dealing  with  matters 
of  health  and  safety. 

Publicity  campaigns  have  been  undertaken  on  dental  health,  smoking, 
firework  accidents  and  home  safety,  with  posters  and  leaflets  being  distri- 
buted to  schools,  clinics,  community  centres,  etc.  throughout  the  area.  The 
home  safety  campaign  was  in  support  of  a home  safety  week  held  throughout 
the  County.  Further  requests  for  additional  publicity  material  and  talks 
given  in  schools  resulted  from  these  campaigns. 

Health  department  staff  have  been  involved  in  giving  a number  of  talks  on 
matters  of  health  and  safet)  to  various  adult  groups  in  the  area,  details  of 
which  are  listed  below. 

No.  of  talks  given  to: 

Ante  natal  parents 
Youth  Groups 
Pensioners  groups 
Handicapped  clubs 
Others 


No.  of  talks  given  by: 

14  Health  Education  Officers  31 


7 Health  Visitors  1 7 

5 Chiropodist  1 

2 Medical  Officers  2 

24  Dental  Officer  1 

52  52 


Schools 

This  year  has  seen  a marked  increase  in  the  demand  for  health  education 
in  schools.  Advice  has  been  given  to  various  teachers  in  producing  projects  and 
syllabuses  on  health  matters,  for  their  pupils.  Every  assistance  is  given  to 
pupils  who  come  to  the  Health  Department  seeking  information  for  a project 
they  have  undertaken  on  some  aspect  of  health  or  safety. 

Fifteen  courses  and  a number  of  individual  talks  on  health  and  safety  were 
arranged  for  schools  throughout  the  year.  The  Health  Education  Officer  and 
other  Health  Department  staff  contributed  much  towards  producing  these 
courses  by  arranging  for  the  speakers  and  visual  aids  to  be  available,  both 
from  within  the  department  and  from  other  sources. 

The  courses  range  from  5 - 2U  lectures  each  and  covered  a wide  range  of 
subjects.  Parent/teacher  associations  were  addressed  by  the  Health  Education 
Officer  and  parents  of  the  pupils  concerned  had  the  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  health  education  programme  with  the  Health  Education  Officer  and 
members  of  the  school  staff  involved  in  the  course.  Statistics  of  the  subjects 
and  speakers  are  detailed  below: 
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Talks  to  parents 

137 

Assistant  Nursing  Officer 

137 

Mental  Health 

Health  Education  Officers 

SUBJECT 

SPEAKERS 

Motherhood 

9 

Health  Education  Officers 

80 

Smoking 

21 

Health  Visitors 

11 

Drugs 

18 

Medical  Officers 

3 

Alcoholism 

15 

Assistant  Nursing  Officer 

6 

V.D. 

14 

Chiropodist 

1 

Contraception 

12 

G.P. 

3 

Home  Safety 

2 

Dental  Officer 

6 

Dental  Care 

7 

Other 

22 

Mental  Health 

5 

132 

Foot  Care 

1 

5 

Other 

28 

137 

132 

Talks  to  parents 

5 

137 

+ 5 to  parents 


+ 5 to  parents 


to  parents 


Clinics 

All  clinics  in  the  area  continually  have  leaflets  and  posters  on  display  for 
public  perusal  covering  various  aspects  of  health  and  safety,  such  as  Nutrition, 
Cytology  — cancer  smear  test.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination,  Fire  Safety, 
Dental  Health,  Smoking,  Water  Safety  etc.  Many  of  the  displays  shown  in 
the  clinics  were  highly  effective  and  showed  a great  enthusiasm  and  interest 
by  the  staff  concerned  in  presenting  information  on  health  matters  to  the 
public  in  this  way. 

School  students  have  visited  the  clinics  as  part  of  their  school’s  parentcraft 
course  and  were  instructed  on  the  functions  of  the  clinic  and  the  workings  of 
the  Health  Service. 


Lcoal  Authority  Social  Services  Act  1970 

Consequent  to  the  implementation  of  this  Act  certain  services  which  had 
been  administered  by  the  Council  under  delegated  powers  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Essex  County  Council  Social  Services  Committee  from 
1st  October  1971. 

These  services  on  which  I had  reported  in  previous  Annual  Reports  are: 

Registration  of  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders 
Home  Help  Service 
Good  Neighbours  Service 
Night  Attendance  Service 

Mental  Health  Service  (including  Elmbrook  Adult  Training  Centre) 
Welfare  Service  (including  Bader  House  Occupational  Centre  for 
Physically  Handicapped). 

Education  (Handicapped  Children)  Act  1970 

This  Act  provided  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  classification  of  handi- 
capped children  as  unsuitable  for  education  at  school  and  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  responsibility  for  Elmbrook  Junior  Training 
Centre  transferred  to  the  local  authority  Education  Committee. 
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District  Council  Welfare  Services 
National  Assistance  Act  1948  (Amendment)  Act  1962 

Day  Centres  for  the  Elderly 

George  Hurd  Centre,  Basildon 

The  George  Hurd  Centre  and  Central  Kitchen  continued  to  expand  during 
1971  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  in  addition  to  those  meals  being  served  at 
the  Centre,  was  supplying  meals  to  18  different  Centres  and  to  the  five 
Meals-on-Wheels  areas. 

A peak  for  the  year  was  reached  during  the  week  ending  12th  November 
when  2892  meals  were  produced  and  this  figure  is  expected  to  rise  further 
during  1972. 

During  the  year,  extensive  alterations  and  improvements  were  made  to  the 
kitchen  to  assist  with  the  continued  expansion  of  the  meals  service  and  to 
improve  working  conditions. 

Billericay  Day  Centre 

This  Centre  was  opened  on  15th  February,  1971  and  is  now  open  seven 
days  a week. 

The  Centre  is  administered  by  myself  but  run  entirely  by  members  of  the 
W.R.V.S.  and  O.P.W.A.  and  attendance  has  continued  to  increase  since  it  was 
first  opened. 

The  dining  room  seats  40  people  and  the  lounge  50.  The  meals  are  delivered 
here  from  the  Central  Kitchen  five  days  a week.  On  Saturday  and  Sundays 
members  of  the  W.R.V.S.  operate  their  own  luncheon  club  for  the  elderly. 
The  meals  are  prepared  on  the  premises. 

Many  social  activities  have  been  arranged  by  the  voluntary  staff,  some  with 
the  assistance  of  minibus  transport. 

Other  Services  Including  Transport 

The  demand  for  the  two  minibuses  and  the  ambulance  which  are  run  for 
the  elderly  and  handicapped  in  the  area  continued  to  grow  and  the  waiting  list 
for  transport  was  considerable  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  This  demand  will 
be  met  by  the  purchase  of  two  additional  minibuses  delivery  of  which  is 
expected  very  early  in  1972. 

More  than  450  people  were  transported  weekly  either  to  Luncheon  Clubs, 
Social  Clubs,  to  Filmshows  or  on  organised  outings. 

Assistance  with  transport  for  the  handicapped  clubs  has  been  given  to  the 
new  Social  Services  Department  of  the  County  Council,  who  since  October 
1971  became  responsible  for  the  provision  of  services  to  the  blind,  deaf, 
mentally  and  physically  handicapped 

The  Meals-on-Wheels  Service  run  by  the  W.R.V.S.  continued  to  expand  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  an  average  oi  &8U  meals  a week  were  being  delivered 
to  people  in  their  own  homes. 

Billericay,  Laindon  and  Basildon  operated  on  three  days  each  week,  Pitsea 
and  Wickford  twice  a week. 

Books-on-Wheels  operated  by  the  W.R.V.S.  has  since  its  introduction  in 
1969,  been  very  successful  and  housebound  people  in  every  part  of  the 
District  now  benefit  from  the  service. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
(Divisional  Administration), Scheme  1961 
District  School  Population 

The  school  population  for  the  district  at  the  end  of  1971  was  28,139;  this 
compared  with  a figure  of  26,596  in  December  1970  and  25,679  in 
December  1969. 

School  Medical  Inspections 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  inspected  by  year  of 
birth. 


Age  Group  (in 
year  of  birth) 

No.  of  Pupils 
Inspected 

No.  of  Pupils 

with  defects 

requiring 

treatment 

(excluding 

dental  and 

vision) 

Ratio  of  Pupils 
with  defects  to 
pupils  inspected 

1967  and  later 

— 

— 

— 

1966 

962 

160 

1:6 

1965 

1250 

217 

1:6 

1964 

183 

27 

1:8 

1963 

121 

19 

1:6 

1962 

264 

25 

1:11 

1961 

147 

8 

1:18 

1960 

57 

5 

1:11 

1959 

35 

3 

1:12 

1958 

196 

15 

1:13 

1957 

956 

32 

1:30 

1956 

965 

38 

1:25 

1955  and  earlier 

310 

11 

1:28 

TOTALS 

5946 

555 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

School  Children  continued  to  participate  in  the  scheme  for  vaccination  in 
order  to  gain  protection  against  tuberculosis  and  the  table  shows  the 
vaccinations  carried  out; 


Number  of  children 
skin  tested 

Positive  Reactions  at 
Preliminary  Test 

Number  of  children 
who  received  B.C.G 
Vaccination 

Number 

Percentage 

1,838  (1,180) 

83  (61) 

4.51  (5.17) 

1,755  (1,046) 
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ConvaJescent  Holidays 


26  pupils  received  convalescent  treatment  under  school  health 
arrangements. 


service 


Treatment  of  Enuresis 

tj1C  the  recommendation  of  Consultant  Paediatricians  and 

The  C 85  children  were  Provided  with  enuretic  alarms. 
The  Chruc  Medical  Officers  instructed  parents  and  children  on  the  use  of  the 
equipment  and  supervised  the  treatment.  ' 

Children  were  referred  from  the  following  sources: 

School/Clinic  Doctor 
Hospital  Paediatrician 
General  Practitioner 
Child  Psychiatrist. 


Cleanliness  Inspection  in  Schools 


Cleanliness  inspections  continued  to  be  carried  out  each  term  together 
with  general  hygiene  surveys.  Statistics  are  given  below: 


Total  No.  of 
Examinations 

No.  found  infested 
for  first  time  in 
current  year 

No.  found  re- 
mfested  during 
current  year 

No.  of  informal 
letters  sent 

63,569  (52,743) 

155  (115) 

35  (32) 

- (5) 

Ascertainment  of  Handicapped  Children 


Education  (Handicapped  Children)  Act  1970  - 
ascertainment  of  children  as  being  unsuitable  for 
discontinued. 


under  this  Act  the  formal 
education  at  school  was 


The  number  of  handicapped  children  recommended  for  education 
schools  is  as  follows: 


at  special 


Partially  hearing 
Delicate 

Physically  handicapped 
Maladjusted 

Educationally  subnormal 

Epileptic 

Speech  defect 


3 (all  3 year  olds) 

5 
2 
8 

6 
1 
1 
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Ophthalmic  Sessions 
Statistics 


(a) 

Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 
No.  dealt  with: 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) 

2,248 

(1,941) 

(b) 

Provision  of  Spectacles 

No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

prescribed 

701 

(704) 

Speech  Therapy 

Pupils  treated 

184 

Number  of  pupils  awaiting  treatment  at  end  of  1971 

255 

Recruitment  of  Speech  Therapists  was  a continuing  difficulty  over  the 
year  and  although  no  whole-time  appointment  was  made,  three  part-time 
staff  were  appointed  and  for  the  latter  half  of  the  year  the  establishment  was 
maintained  at  around  50%. 


DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  PERIODIC  AND  SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Audiometry 

Statistics 


Under 
5 years 

5-6 

years 

7-11 

years 

1 2 years 
and  over 

Total 

Routine  Sweep  Tests 
No.  tested 
No.  failed  test 

12 

4 

3,954 

362 

612 

90 

357 

17 

4,935 

483 

Special  Tests 
No.  tested 

54 

163 

155 

47 

419 

No.  failed  test 

15 

84 

60 

14 

173 

Re-tests 

8 

140 

66 

7 

221 

No.  failed  tests 

3 

70 

22 

2 

97 

Children  referred  to  School  Medical  Officers: 


Under 
5 years 

5-6 

years 

7-11 

years 

1 2 years 
and  over 

Total 

(i)  Children  referred 
‘At  risk’ 

Failed  audiometric  test 
Referred  by  G.P. 
Others 

4 

236 

17 

93 

22 

10 

1 

4 

339 

40 

Total 

4 

253 

115 

11 

383 

(i)  Number  in  (i) 

(a)  Found  to  have 
normal  hearing 

3 

49 

79 

31 

162 

(b)  Normal  hearing 
returned  after 
treatment 

1 

2 

3 

(c)  Referred  to  E.N.T. 
specialist 

_ 

24 

76 

36 

136 

(d)  Referred  to 
Audiology 
Clinics 

2 

2 

For  repeat 
Audiogram 

— 

52 

76 

36 

164 
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SPECIAL  SCHOOLS 


Moat  House  Day  E.S.N.  School 

Number  on  Roll  December  1970 
Number  on  Roll  December  1971 
Number  left  District 
Number  to  Residential  School 
Number  left  at  16+ 

Number  of  New  Entrants 

Number  on  Waiting  List 

Number  transferred  to  Elmbrook  School 

Minor  Ailments 

Attention  was  given  on  282  occasions. 

Medical  Inspections 

10  routine  medical  inspections  were  held  and  76  children  seen 


108 

122 

10 

4 
13 
44 

5 
1 


School  Attendant 

for:— 

57  children 
27  children 
1 child 
1 1 children 
1 child 

No.  of  Children  Immunised 

B.C.G.  - 14 

Rubella  - 1 1 


During  the  year  children  were  escorted  to  Great  Oaks  Clinic 

Dental  Clinic  13  visits 

treatment  for  foot  infections  15  visits 

Local  Doctor  for  emergency 
Children  taken  home 
Children  taken  to  hospital 


Convalescent  Holidays 
Arranged  for  5 children. 


Child  Guidance 


Consultation  made  as  and  when  required  both  at  Great  Oaks  Clinic  and  in 
school. 


Speech  Therapy 

A Speech  Therapist  was  appointed  in  September  1971  for  one  half  dav 
per  week.  3 
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CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC 


An  extract  from  the  report  of  Dr.  Runes,  the  Medical  Director,  is  set 
out  below: 

Staff  Situation 

As  regards  psychiatric  sessions,  these  have  remained  unchanged  and  are,  at 
the  moment  adequate.  The  waiting  list  is  fairly  moderate  but  the  lack  of  a 
Psychotherapist  makes  it  impossible  to  offer  long  term  psychotherapy.  We 
are,  however,  in  the  position  to  arrange  periodic  treatment  and,  if  need  be, 
educational  help  in  the  form  of  tutorial  classes. 

We  are,  at  the  moment,  fully  staffed  as  regards  Educational  Psychologists 
and,  with  the  arrival  of  a Senior  Psychiatric  Worker,  Miss  Meadows,  and  a 
Social  Worker,  Mrs.  Smith,  the  establishment  of  Social  Workers  is  complete. 

Treatment  difficulties. 

The  difficulty  of  finding  vacancies  for  very  disturbed  children,  especially 
in  cases  of  school  phobia  or  severe  habit  disorder,  has  remained  acute.  More 
regret  has  to  be  expressed  about  the  failure  to  establish  a Unit  for  Disturbed 
Children  in  the  newly  established  Basildon  District  Hospital. 

We  are  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  an  Adolescent  Unit  in  this  area.  In 
acute  cases  we  can  occasionally  ask  the  Chartham  Adolescent  Unit  to  offer  a 
vacancy.  This  can  only  happen  if  no  case  from  that  part  of  Kent  requires 
admission-..  There  is  regular  and  extended  co-operation  with  Dr.  Wickes,  the 
Paediatrician  at  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital.  We  have  regular  clinical  conferences  at 
the  Clinic  which  are  occasionally  attended  by  Children’s  Department  Officers 
and  Probation  Officers  who  are  concerned  with  particular  cases.  I would  also 
regard  it  as  helpful  if  periodic  meetings  with  headmasters  as  well  as  with 
School  Medical  Officers  could  be  convened  again;  these  had  proved  very 
useful  in  the  past,  as  there  are  obviously  still  some  misunderstandings  about 
the  help  we  are  able  to  provide. 

Referrals 

The  number  of  referrals  has  somewhat  dropped  and  this  has  enabled  us  to 
offer  diagnostic  appointments  without  undue  delay.  However,  one  could 
expect  the  usual  variation  to  swing  the  balance  again  in  the  other  direction. 

I have  been  again  asked  by  the  Social  Services  Department  of  Tower 
Hamlets  to  help  in  the  training  of  their  Housemother  by  occasional  group 
meetings;  this  supplements  my  treatment  of  children  of  that  area,  who  live  in 
family  groups  in  Basildon,  and  who  have  been  referred  to  our  Clinic. 


Accommodation 

As  foreseen  at  the  time  of  building  the  Clinic,  we  now  experience  a marked 
shortage  of  accommodation.  Both  our  playrooms  are  now  used  by  our  pro- 
fessional staff  as  offices.  There  are  increasing  parking  difficulties,  for  which  a 
solution  will  have  to  be  found  in  the  near  future. 
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SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE 

The  Supervisory  Dental  Officer  reports: 

Staff 

There  were  a few  staff  changes  during  the  year.  One  part-time  Dental 
Office i retired,  and  one  Dental  Surgery  Assistant  reducing  the  number  of 
sessions  wuiked  for  the  Authority.  One  Dental  Officer  and  two  Denial 
Surgery  Assistants  joined  the  staff  during  the  year,  all  working  part-time.  A 
new  addition  to  the  staff  was  the  appointment  of  the  Department’s  first 
Dental  Auxiliary. 

Equipment  of  Clinics 

The  layout,  design,  and  equipment  of  the  Laindon  Health  Centre  Dental 
Department  presented  a challenge  to  the  Authority  to  provide  a centre  which 
would  cater  for  the  public  with  the  most  up  to  date  facilities,  reflecting 
modern  trends  in  dentistry.  This  was  done  and  equipment  ranged  from 
reclining  chairs  to  a central  aspiration  system.  There  has  been  general  acclaim 
from  patients,  the  dental  staff  and  other  professional  and  lay  observers.  Other 
clinics  have  been  carefully  monitored  and  kept  up  to  date  with  new  equipment 
where  necessary. 

Staff  Meetings  and  Courses 

There  has  been  close  co-operation  between  all  members  of  the  dental 
staff  and  their  other  professional  colleagues.  Informal  staff  meetings  have 
taken  place  in  the  Clinics  helping  to  promote  close  ties  and  understandings 
between  staff  members.  A course  for  dental  surgery  assistants  was  started 
using  Clinic  facilities  for  the  practical  part  of  the  course.  Dental  Officers  and 
Dental  Surgery  Assistants  attended  varying  courses  in  different  fields  of 
Dentistry. 

General  Treatment  of  Patients 

Preventative  and  Conservative  Dentistry  in  all  its  forms  was  fully  practised 
during  the  year.  Dental  Health  Education  was  promoted  by  talks,  films  and 
poster  displays  in  schools  and  in  the  clinics.  This  coupled  with  regular  chair- 
side  instruction  emphasised  the  importance  of  preventative  measures. 

General  Anaesthetics,  both  inhalation  and  intravenous  were  administered 
where  necessary  by  the  same  Anaesthetic  staff  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Overall,  a very  high  standard  of  dentistry  was  offered  and  given  to  the 
relevant  sections  of  the  community.  Fully  comprehensive  treatment  was 
administered  to  the  physically  and  mentally  disabled  members  of  the  com- 
niuruiy  who  came  within  the  orbit  of  the  School  Dental  Service. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  carried  out  by  the  Authority 
Inspections 


(a)  Pupils  inspected  at  school  1 5?978 

(b)  Pupils  inspected  at  clinic  8^447 

Number  of  (a)  and  (b)  found  to  require  treatment . 8*366 

Number  of  (a)  and  (b)  offered  treatment  8^365 

(c)  Pupils  re-inspected  at  School  or  Clinic  ] ’7 1 2 

Number  of  (c)  found  to  require  treatment  759 
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Attendances  and  Treatment 

Total  visits 

Additional  courses  of  treatment  commenced 
Courses  of  treatment  completed 
Visits  for  emergency  treatment 


Fillings 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  7.806 

(b)  Deciduous  teeth  5,601 

Teeth  Filled 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  7,014 

(b)  Deciduous  teeth  5,228 


Teeth  Extracted 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  734 

(b)  Deciduous  teeth  2,904 


General  anaesthetics  administered 

Pupils  x-rayed 

Prophylaxis 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved 
Teeth  root  filled 
Inlays 
Crowns 

Orthodontics 

New  cases  commenced  during  the  year 
Cases  completed  during  year 
Cases  discontinued  during  year 
Number  of  removable  appliances  fitted 
Number  of  fixed  appliances  fitted 
Pupils  referred  to  Hospital  Consultant 

Prosthetics 

Pupils  supplied  with  full  upper  and  lower  dentures 
Pupils  supplied  with  other  dentures 
Number  of  dentures  supplied 

Sessions 

Sessions  devoted  to  treatment 
Sessions  devoted  to  inspection 
Sessions  devoted  to  Dental  Health  Education 

Dental  Auxiliaries  (as  from  1st  September  1971) 

Total  visits 
Fillings 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

(b)  Deciduous  Teeth 
Deciduous  teeth  extracted 
Prophylaxis 


17,188 

804 

6,166 

1,269 


13,407 


12,242 


3,638 

1,895 

348 

1,011 

991 

31 

2 

32 


99 

83 

19 

189 

13 

28 


17 

18 


2,547 

95 

84.3 


497 

137 

356 

3 

56 


* 


